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As China navigates the murky waters of a “third way” with liberal economic
policies under a strict political regime, the surprising battleground for China’s
future emerges in the country’s highest rated television network—China Central
Television, or CCTV.

With 16 internationally broadcast channels and over 1.2 billion viewers, CCTV is
a powerhouse in conveying Chinese news and entertainment. The hybrid nature
of the network has also transformed it into an unexpected site of discourse in a
country that has little official space for negotiation. While CCTV programming is
state sponsored—and censored—the popularity and profit of the station are
determined by the people. And as the Chinese Communist Party seeks to exert its
own voice on domestic and international affairs, the prospect of finding an
amenable audience becomes increasingly paramount.

Through a series of interviews with a fascinating cast of power players including
a director of a special topic program that incited the 1989 student movement,
current and past presidents of CCTV, and producers at the frontline of the
network’s rapidly evolving role in Chinese culture, celebrated media analyst
Ying Zhu unlocks a doorway to political power that has long been shrouded in
mystery.
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As China navigates the murky waters of a “third way” with liberal economic policies under a strict political
regime, the surprising battleground for China’s future emerges in the country’s highest rated television
network—China Central Television, or CCTV.

With 16 internationally broadcast channels and over 1.2 billion viewers, CCTV is a powerhouse in
conveying Chinese news and entertainment. The hybrid nature of the network has also transformed it into an
unexpected site of discourse in a country that has little official space for negotiation. While CCTV
programming is state sponsored—and censored—the popularity and profit of the station are determined by
the people. And as the Chinese Communist Party seeks to exert its own voice on domestic and international
affairs, the prospect of finding an amenable audience becomes increasingly paramount.

Through a series of interviews with a fascinating cast of power players including a director of a special topic
program that incited the 1989 student movement, current and past presidents of CCTV, and producers at the
frontline of the network’s rapidly evolving role in Chinese culture, celebrated media analyst Ying Zhu
unlocks a doorway to political power that has long been shrouded in mystery.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Ying’s cogent analysis and penetrating insight are invaluable for anyone trying to understand the political
and social reality of the world’s most populous country."
—Publishers Weekly

"A fascinating look at the news-entertainment-propaganda combine that plays a central role in how China
understands itself, and is sure to play a larger role in China's relations with the outside world. I learned a lot
about China, and about the news business, from this book."
—James Fallows, author of China Airborne

"Ying Zhu's compelling analysis of CCTV is very much an 'inside' story. . .We are given not just the best
book to date about Chinese television, but a far better understanding of the role of media in China's still
developing model of state-society relations."
—Stanley Rosen, professor of political science, University of Southern California

"Charged by the state with a global mission, and delivering everything from dramas and game shows to
news, CCTV beams its programs from eight satellites to the world. Ying Zhu opens a window onto this
complex, historically dynamic, and globally important institution. . . .Fascinating reading."
—Dan Schiller, author of Digital Capitalism: Networking the Global Market System

"A must-read insider account for anybody interested in contemporary Chinese media, Two Billion Eyes
provides timely access to rarely heard personal voices from practitioners at CCTV. . .Zhu has proved herself
again to be an innovative scholar."
—Yingjin Zhang, professor of Chinese, comparative literature, and cultural studies, University of California-
San Diego

"If you want to know about the most important media institution in China, you have to read this book.
Combining rare, in-depth interviews with fine-grained analysis, Zhu. . .makes a most significant contribution
to our understanding of the complexity and ambitions of CCTV."
—Wanning Sun, professor of media studies, University of Technology, Sydney

"Two Billion Eyes opens a fascinating window onto the emergence of a Chinese public sphere, with its
convergence of information, crisis, culture, politics, competition, personalities, and programming. A host of
probing and stimulating interviews reveal the people at work within these developments and transform
Western stereotypes about state monopoly into a glimpse of concrete history, the sense of a genuine
historical process underway in the China of the last three decades."
—Fredric Jameson, professor of literature, Duke University

"The story of CCTV has never been told so fully, fascinatedly, and factually...Covering all dimensions of
CCTV, from both historical and contemporary perspectives, Zhu’s book is remarkable for being scholarly
and journalistic at the same time."
—John Lent, Temple University



About the Author

Ying Zhu is a professor of media culture at the City University of New York, College of Staten Island. The
recipient of a fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities, she is the author or editor of
seven other books, including Television in Post-Reform China and Chinese Cinema During the Era of
Reform, and a co-producer of current affairs documentary films, including Google vs. China and China:
From Cartier to Confucius. She resides in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leon Moses:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Two Billion Eyes: The Story of China
Central Television. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Gail Brasfield:

This book untitled Two Billion Eyes: The Story of China Central Television to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Marisa Reber:

You can obtain this Two Billion Eyes: The Story of China Central Television by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.

Angela Souther:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.



As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Two Billion Eyes: The Story of China Central Television can make you
really feel more interested to read.
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