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The welfare state has a problem: each generation living under its protection has
lower work motivation than the previous one. In order to fix this problem we
need to understand its causes, lest the welfare state ends up undermining its own
economic and social foundations. In The Welfare Trait, award-winning
personality researcher Dr Adam Perkins argues that welfare-induced personality
mis-development is a significant part of the problem. In support of his theory, Dr
Perkins presents data showing that the welfare state can boost the number of
children born into disadvantaged households, and that childhood disadvantage
promotes the development of an employment-resistant personality profile,
characterised by aggressive, antisocial and rule-breaking tendencies. The book
concludes by recommending that policy should be altered so that the welfare
state no longer increases the number of children born into disadvantaged
households. It suggests that, without this change, the welfare state will erode the
nation's work ethic by increasing the proportion of individuals in the population
who possess an employment-resistant personality profile, due to exposure to the
environmental influence of disadvantage in childhood.
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The welfare state has a problem: each generation living under its protection has lower work motivation than
the previous one. In order to fix this problem we need to understand its causes, lest the welfare state ends up
undermining its own economic and social foundations. In The Welfare Trait, award-winning personality
researcher Dr Adam Perkins argues that welfare-induced personality mis-development is a significant part of
the problem. In support of his theory, Dr Perkins presents data showing that the welfare state can boost the
number of children born into disadvantaged households, and that childhood disadvantage promotes the
development of an employment-resistant personality profile, characterised by aggressive, antisocial and rule-
breaking tendencies. The book concludes by recommending that policy should be altered so that the welfare
state no longer increases the number of children born into disadvantaged households. It suggests that,
without this change, the welfare state will erode the nation's work ethic by increasing the proportion of
individuals in the population who possess an employment-resistant personality profile, due to exposure to the
environmental influence of disadvantage in childhood.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A courageous and carefully researched book teeming with novel insights and highly original sweeping
syntheses. It deserves to be an integral part of the political debate on welfare, as we struggle to construct
sustainable structures that can survive the demographic demands of the 21st century. It is also a model of
clear writing that is easily accessible to the layman and the policymaker alike. I recommend it to readers in
the confident expectation that they will think likewise.” (Andrew Sabisky, Adam Smith Blog,
adamsmith.org, January, 2016)

“The central thesis of the book is that the benefits of a generous welfare state erode work ethics, and that the
longer people live under welfarism, the more they depend on those benefits, and the more likely they are to
cheat to obtain them. … This book deserves to be read. … it is worth buying and sending to your elected
representative, with the key findings underlined.” (James Thompson, Psychological Comments,
drjamesthomson.blogspot.co.uk, January, 2016)

'The Welfare Trait is electrifying energising and shocking. Dr Perkins, an expert in the neurobiology of
personality, argues that a generous welfare state can proliferate employment-resistant personality
characteristics. The scientific discharge of this new theory is sure to spark high voltage debate be prepared
for a jolt!' Philip Corr, Professor of Psychology, City University, London, UK   

Review
   

About the Author
Adam Perkins is Lecturer in the Neurobiology of Personality at the Institute of psychiatry, Psychology and
Neuroscience, King's College London, UK. He brings to this book a wealth of scientific knowledge about
personality, gained during more than 15 years researching the topic. Before he became established as a
scientist, Adam spent years working as an unskilled labourer and has also claimed welfare when
unemployed. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Burton:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Welfare Trait: How State Benefits Affect Personality.



Stephen Stovall:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Welfare Trait: How State Benefits Affect Personality book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer involving The Welfare Trait: How State Benefits Affect Personality content conveys the thought
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Welfare Trait: How State Benefits Affect Personality is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Judy Finley:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Welfare Trait:
How State Benefits Affect Personality suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Welfare Trait: How State Benefits Affect Personalityis the
main one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
within this book.

Ruth Ford:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Welfare Trait: How State Benefits
Affect Personality reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The Welfare Trait: How
State Benefits Affect Personality as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one
book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.
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