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This major study is a comprehensive scholarly work on a key moment in the
history of Europe, the fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks in 1453. The
result of years of research, it presents all available sources along with critical
evaluations of these narratives. The authors have consulted texts in all relevant
languages, both those that remain only in manuscript and others that have been
printed, often in careless and inferior editions. Attention is also given to 'folk
history' as it evolved over centuries, producing prominent myths and folktales in
Greek, medieval Russian, Italian, and Turkish folklore. Part I, The Pen, addresses
the complex questions introduced by this myriad of original literature and
secondary sources.
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Editorial Review

Review
Classified as 'Research Essential' by Baker & Taylor YBP Library Services A Yankee Book Peddler US
Core Title for 2011 'This is a monster of a book. It must be the most detailed assessment of the fall of
Constantinople in 1453 that there has ever been. It subjects the scholarly literature devoted to the subject
over the last century-and-a-half to a searching scrutiny. It is the work of two authors, who between them
have a profound knowledge of the written sources, the bibliography, the topography and the material remains
relating to the fall of Constantinople.' Reviews in History '... this is an exceptional work of research that is a
great addition to the field. Summing Up: Recommended.' Choice '... it will be justifiably a central reference
point for anyone who has a serious interest in the fall and the historiographical tradition that followed it. The
work of Philippides and Hanak, here and elsewhere, is a necessary step toward future synthesis and narrative
of one of the most famous events ever.' Bryn Mawr Classical Review '... this large book is both very
necessary and extremely welcome... To sum up, this book is not a synthesis or narrative but a resource that
places the evidence in context and explores the problems that arise from it. There is nothing else available
that provides such detailed insights into the siege and as such it will be an invaluable work of reference for
many years to come.' English Historical Review 'Cet ouvrage accompagne son lecteur au plus pres des
evenements grace aux tres nombreuses citations de sources qu'il comporte, systematiquement traduites... La
bibliographie, quasi exhaustive, et les annexes sont aussi tres appreciables, en particulier la prosopographie
des defenseurs de Constantinople, outil qui n'existait pas jusqu'ici... [L]'etudiant comme le specialiste
trouveront dans ce volumineux ouvrage matiere a stimuler leur curiosite et a formuler de nouvelles questions
sur l'enchainement des evenements qui ont mene a la chute de la capitale byzantine. ['This book leads the
reader right close to the events thanks to numerous quotes from sources systematically translated... The
bibliography, almost exhaustive, and the annexes are also very significant, especially the prosopography of
the defenders of Constantinople, a tool that did not exist until now... The student as well as the specialist will
find in this voluminous work material to stimulate their curiosity and to formulate new questions about the
sequence of events that led to the fall of the Byzantine capital.']' Revue des etudes byzantines '...a truly
wonderful work and I for one am very grateful to the authors for putting all their vast knowledge onto paper
for us all to share.' Arquebusier

About the Author
Marios Philippides is Chair and Senior Professor of Classics, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA;
Walter K. Hanak is Professor of History, Emeritus, Shepherd University, Shepherdstown, West Virginia,
USA

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Banks:

This The Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in 1453: Historiography, Topography, and Military Studies are
generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
The Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in 1453: Historiography, Topography, and Military Studies can be
among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
you actually with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually



handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that
this The Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in 1453: Historiography, Topography, and Military Studies
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

The guide with title The Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in 1453: Historiography, Topography, and
Military Studies includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after
read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Rudy Hendren:

Why? Because this The Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in 1453: Historiography, Topography, and
Military Studies is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Ann Walsh:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in 1453:
Historiography, Topography, and Military Studies or others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes The Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in 1453:
Historiography, Topography, and Military Studies to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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