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On July 19, 1048, the Yellow River breached its banks, drastically changing its
course across the Hebei Plain and turning it into a delta where the river sought a
path out to the ocean. This dramatic shift of forces in the natural world resulted
from political deliberation and hydraulic engineering of the imperial state of the
Northern Song Dynasty. It created 80 years of social suffering, economic
downturn, political upheaval, and environmental changes, which reshaped the
medieval North China Plain and challenged the state. Ling Zhang deftly applies
textual analysis, theoretical provocation, and modern scientific data in her
gripping analysis of how these momentous events altered China's physical and
political landscapes and how its human communities adapted and survived. In so
doing, she opens up an exciting new field of research by wedding environmental,
political, economic, and social history in her examination of one of North China's
most significant environmental changes.

 Download The River, the Plain, and the State: An Environmen ...pdf

 Read Online The River, the Plain, and the State: An Environm ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1107155983
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1107155983
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1107155983
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1107155983
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1107155983
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1107155983
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1107155983
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1107155983
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1107155983
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1107155983
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1107155983


The River, the Plain, and the State: An Environmental Drama
in Northern Song China, 1048-1128 (Studies in Environment
and History)

By Ling Zhang

The River, the Plain, and the State: An Environmental Drama in Northern Song China, 1048-1128
(Studies in Environment and History) By Ling Zhang

On July 19, 1048, the Yellow River breached its banks, drastically changing its course across the Hebei Plain
and turning it into a delta where the river sought a path out to the ocean. This dramatic shift of forces in the
natural world resulted from political deliberation and hydraulic engineering of the imperial state of the
Northern Song Dynasty. It created 80 years of social suffering, economic downturn, political upheaval, and
environmental changes, which reshaped the medieval North China Plain and challenged the state. Ling
Zhang deftly applies textual analysis, theoretical provocation, and modern scientific data in her gripping
analysis of how these momentous events altered China's physical and political landscapes and how its human
communities adapted and survived. In so doing, she opens up an exciting new field of research by wedding
environmental, political, economic, and social history in her examination of one of North China's most
significant environmental changes.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book is a ground-shifting study that surveys an altered terrain of socio-political relations as founded on
environmental interactions. By focusing on state-society commitment to a distinctive set of inherently
unstable environmental relations, termed "the hydraulic mode of consumption", Zhang's book offers an
innovative analytical approach applicable to much of the subsequent history of imperial China."
David A. Bello, Washington and Lee University, Virginia

"Ling Zhang constructs a masterly account of state policies, natural processes, and the lived experience of
millions of Chinese people. She writes with insight, drama, and compassion. This riveting narrative changes
our view of Chinese environmental history like no other previous work. All students of China, and of
environmental history anywhere, must read it."
Peter C. Perdue, Yale University, Connecticut

"Professor Zhang belongs to a new generation of environmental historians whose stunning research provides
such new perspectives on Chinese history that existing narratives will have to be re-conceptualized. The
drama at the center of this book is breathtaking in its implications for the subsequence course of China's
history."
Robert B. Marks, Whittier College, California

"A bold and innovative study that makes important contributions to scholarship on Middle-Period China,
environmental history, and Yellow River management. Her focus on the eighty-year period when the Yellow
River occupied the Hebei Plain, bringing devastation to Hebei's land, water system, and people and
ultimately undermining the stability of the Northern Song state, complicates in provocative ways existing
literature on the Tang-Song transition as a time of great economic prosperity, demographic growth, and
technological innovation."
Kathryn Edgerton-Tarpley, San Diego State University

"This remarkable book reveals how a single catastrophe a thousand years ago devastated two ecological
regions, sent an entire regime into crisis, and instigated a series of events that reverberated across a
millennium of history throughout all of East Asia. It should be required reading for environmental historians
and historians of China, and it offers lessons to anyone interested in the long term effects of ecological
upheavals today."
Ruth Mostern, University of California, Merced

"If you want a striking, documented, and even lyrical account of why the Yellow River is called "China's
Sorrow", this is the book for you. Full of hydrological wisdom, fateful decisions of Northern Song imperial
officials, a river with "agency" of its own to spare, human tragedy, deep environmental history, and vivid
voices from a millennium ago, it is bound to have cross-disciplinary reach. Let's call it a landmark study of a
river."
James C. Scott, Yale University, Connecticut

About the Author
Ling Zhang is an Assistant Professor of History at Boston College, Massachusetts. She was a Ziff
Environmental Fellow at the Center for the Environment at Harvard University, Massachusetts and a



postdoctoral fellow in the Program of Agrarian Studies at Yale University, Connecticut. She is currently
working on a book project entitled China's Sorrow or the Yellow River's Sorrow: Environmental Biographies
of a River Community.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Willis:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The River, the Plain, and
the State: An Environmental Drama in Northern Song China, 1048-1128 (Studies in Environment and
History) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react toward the world.
It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The
River, the Plain, and the State: An Environmental Drama in Northern Song China, 1048-1128 (Studies in
Environment and History) become your personal starter.

Christian Robbins:

The book untitled The River, the Plain, and the State: An Environmental Drama in Northern Song China,
1048-1128 (Studies in Environment and History) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains
her idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new period
of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Carmen Hamm:

You will get this The River, the Plain, and the State: An Environmental Drama in Northern Song China,
1048-1128 (Studies in Environment and History) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Tara Winston:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to



know that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The River, the
Plain, and the State: An Environmental Drama in Northern Song China, 1048-1128 (Studies in Environment
and History).
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