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Though it is now considered a masterpiece of English literature, Thomas Hardy’s
novel, “Tess of the d'Urbervilles”, was originally at odds with the moral codes of
Victorian England. Set in rural England in the last quarter of the 19th century, the
novel was originally published in a censored version in the British weekly
newspaper, “The Graphic “. However, when given the opportunity to publish the
novel in book form, Hardy jumped at the chance to insert scenes that had been
deleted in the serialized version. He also added the subtitle, “A Pure Woman”
defiantly defending the purity of his heroine, Tess, in spite of her rape. Despite
the controversy, the novel remains a brilliant tale of seduction, love, betrayal, and
murder, and is regarded by many as Hardy’s finest work.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Anna Bentinck ratchets up the melodrama for this full-blooded reading of Hardy's classic—a staple of high-
school English classes everywhere. Students desperate to penetrate Hardy's notoriously slow masterpiece
should turn to Bentinck, who gives it an intense emotional coloring. She makes Hardy sound like a brother to
the Brontë sisters: passionate and brooding. Bentinck alternates between a crisp, precise narrative voice that
sounds like Helen Mirren, and Tess's own voice, quavering, shallow and meek. Bentinck retains her
composure throughout, and her assured performance may be a welcome rescue for struggling 11th graders
across the country. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Library Journal
This edition of the Hardy classic includes a complete authoritative text plus biographical and historical
contexts, critical history, essays by five scholars, and a glossary. A fine scholarly edition for the academic
crowd.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“[Tess of the D’Urbervilles is] Hardy’s finest, most complex and most notorious novel . . . The novel is not a
mere plea for compassion for the eternal victim, though that is the banner it flies. It also involves a profound
questioning of contemporary morality.” –from the Introduction by Patricia Ingham

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Weathers:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Tess of the D'urbervilles. All type of
book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Eleanor Walker:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Tess of the D'urbervilles book is readable by means of you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Tess of the
D'urbervilles content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Tess of the
D'urbervilles is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?



Lynette Cavanaugh:

This Tess of the D'urbervilles is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information
given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Tess of the D'urbervilles can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in
the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Stacey Sims:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Tess of the D'urbervilles can give you a lot of
close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to
be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Tess of the D'urbervilles.
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