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One of the most important mathematical theorems is named after Pythagoras of
Samos, but this semi-mythical Greek sage has more to offer than formulas. He is
said to have discovered the numerical nature of the basic consonances and
transposed the musical proportions to the cosmos, postulating a "harmony of the
spheres." He may have coined the words "cosmos" and "philosophy." He is also
believed to have taught the doctrine of transmigration of souls and therefore to
have advised a vegetarian diet. Ancient legends have Pythagoras conversing with
dogs, bears, and bulls. A distinctly Pythagorean way of life, including detailed
ritual regulations, was observed by his disciples, who were organized as a secret
society. Later, Pythagorean and Platonic teachings became fused. In this
Platonized form, Pythagoreanism has remained influential through medieval
Christianity and the Renaissance down to the present.

Christoph Riedweg’s book is an engaging introduction to the fundamental
contributions of Pythagoras to the establishment of European culture. To
penetrate the intricate maze of lore and ascertain what history can tell us about
the philosopher, Riedweg not only examines the written record but also considers
Pythagoras within the cultural, intellectual, and spiritual context of his times. The
result is a vivid overview of the life and teachings of a crucial Greek thinker and
his most important followers.
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One of the most important mathematical theorems is named after Pythagoras of Samos, but this semi-
mythical Greek sage has more to offer than formulas. He is said to have discovered the numerical nature of
the basic consonances and transposed the musical proportions to the cosmos, postulating a "harmony of the
spheres." He may have coined the words "cosmos" and "philosophy." He is also believed to have taught the
doctrine of transmigration of souls and therefore to have advised a vegetarian diet. Ancient legends have
Pythagoras conversing with dogs, bears, and bulls. A distinctly Pythagorean way of life, including detailed
ritual regulations, was observed by his disciples, who were organized as a secret society. Later, Pythagorean
and Platonic teachings became fused. In this Platonized form, Pythagoreanism has remained influential
through medieval Christianity and the Renaissance down to the present.

Christoph Riedweg’s book is an engaging introduction to the fundamental contributions of Pythagoras to the
establishment of European culture. To penetrate the intricate maze of lore and ascertain what history can tell
us about the philosopher, Riedweg not only examines the written record but also considers Pythagoras within
the cultural, intellectual, and spiritual context of his times. The result is a vivid overview of the life and
teachings of a crucial Greek thinker and his most important followers.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Christoph Riedweg fully treats the archaic school or cult founded by Pythagoras. He gives a rich picture of
Pythagoras as a figure of legend, with abundant details from the Neoplatonist 'Lives' of Pythagoras,
including many supernatural exploits and edifying stories."?Charles H. Kahn, author of Pythagoras and the
Pythagoreans

"Ancient tradition makes Pythagoras the embodiment of the wise man: a traveller, a scientist, a guru, an
astronomer and cosmologist, a mathematician, a politician. How much of the legend is true and can the
historical Pythagoras be reconstructed? In an unusually lucid and methodical book, Christoph Riedweg
tackles all the aspects of the traditions about this legendary wise man. He shows that the key to
understanding Pythagoras is his uniquely comprehensive way of structuring reality: a theory of the cosmos
entails both science and religious doctrine, a way of life and a political attitude. This book is an excellent
introduction to the study of Pythagoras and the philosophical school of the Pythagoreans."?Nanno Marinatos,
University of Illinois at Chicago

From the Inside Flap
"Christoph Riedweg fully treats the archaic school or cult founded by Pythagoras. He gives a rich picture of
Pythagoras as a figure of legend, with abundant details from the Neoplatonist 'Lives' of Pythagoras,
including many supernatural exploits and edifying stories."—Charles H. Kahn, author of Pythagoras and the
Pythagoreans

"Ancient tradition makes Pythagoras the embodiment of the wise man: a traveller, a scientist, a guru, an
astronomer and cosmologist, a mathematician, a politician. How much of the legend is true and can the
historical Pythagoras be reconstructed? In an unusually lucid and methodical book, Christoph Riedweg
tackles all the aspects of the traditions about this legendary wise man. He shows that the key to
understanding Pythagoras is his uniquely comprehensive way of structuring reality: a theory of the cosmos
entails both science and religious doctrine, a way of life and a political attitude. This book is an excellent
introduction to the study of Pythagoras and the philosophical school of the Pythagoreans."—Nanno
Marinatos, University of Illinois at Chicago

From the Back Cover
"Christoph Riedweg fully treats the archaic school or cult founded by Pythagoras. He gives a rich picture of
Pythagoras as a figure of legend, with abundant details from the Neoplatonist 'Lives' of Pythagoras,
including many supernatural exploits and edifying stories."--Charles H. Kahn, author of Pythagoras and the
Pythagoreans

"Ancient tradition makes Pythagoras the embodiment of the wise man: a traveller, a scientist, a guru, an
astronomer and cosmologist, a mathematician, a politician. How much of the legend is true and can the
historical Pythagoras be reconstructed? In an unusually lucid and methodical book, Christoph Riedweg
tackles all the aspects of the traditions about this legendary wise man. He shows that the key to
understanding Pythagoras is his uniquely comprehensive way of structuring reality: a theory of the cosmos
entails both science and religious doctrine, a way of life and a political attitude. This book is an excellent
introduction to the study of Pythagoras and the philosophical school of the Pythagoreans."--Nanno
Marinatos, University of Illinois at Chicago



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Ayala:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Pythagoras: His Life, Teaching, and Influence.

Jose Rosales:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Pythagoras: His Life,
Teaching, and Influence is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Florence Booth:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Pythagoras: His Life, Teaching, and
Influence is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You
can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Steven Kilgore:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Pythagoras: His Life,
Teaching, and Influence which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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