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Coburn provides a fresh and careful translation from the Sanskrit of this fifteen-
hundred-year-old text. Drawing on field work and literary evidence, he
illuminates the process by which the Devi-Mahatmya has attracted a vast number
of commentaries and has become the best known Goddess-text in modern India,
deeply embedded in the ritual of Goddess worship (especially in Tantra). Coburn
answers the following questions among others: Is this document "scripture?"
How is it that this text mediates the presence of the Goddess? What can we make
of contemporary emphasis on oral recitation of the text rather than study of its
written form?
One comes away from Coburn's work with a sense of the historical integrity or
wholeness of an extremely important religious development centered on a "text."
The interaction between the text and later philosophical and religious
developments such as those found in Advaita Vedanta and Tantra is quite
illuminating.
Relevant here are the issues of the writtenness and orality/aurality of 'scripture, '
and the various ways by which a deposit of holy words such as the Devi-
Mahatmya becomes effective, powerful, and inspirational in the lives of those
who hold it sacred.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Encountering the Goddess is likely to be the standard scholarly translation for years to come."--C.
Mackenzie Brown, Trinity University

About the Author

Thomas B. Coburn is Charles A. Dana Professor of Religious Studies and Classical Languages at St.
Lawrence University. He is the author of Devi-Mahatmya: The Crystallization of the Goddess Tradition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Myra Lopez:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Encountering the Goddess: a Translation of the Devi-mahatmya and a Study of Its
Interpretation book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Encountering the Goddess: a Translation of the Devi-
mahatmya and a Study of Its Interpretation content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Encountering the Goddess: a Translation of the Devi-mahatmya and a Study of Its
Interpretation is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Chris Robertson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Encountering the Goddess: a Translation of the Devi-
mahatmya and a Study of Its Interpretation, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Aida Zambrana:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Encountering the Goddess: a Translation of the
Devi-mahatmya and a Study of Its Interpretation as well as others sources were given information for you.



After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Encountering the Goddess: a Translation of the Devi-
mahatmya and a Study of Its Interpretation to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update
of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Encountering the Goddess: a Translation of the Devi-mahatmya and a Study of Its
Interpretation when you required it?
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