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Henry Darger, who died in 1973, was a secretive Chicago janitor who has since
been recognised as one of the supreme self-taught artists of the 20th century. His
work depicts aturbulent world of good and evil and often proves disturbing. This
volume catal ogues the American Folk Art Museum's recent acquisition of 37

Darger paintings.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Sweetly colored, pleasingly composed, and delicately rendered, Henry Darger's scroll-like paintings of
armies of transsexual children have had a cult status since they were first shown in 1997 at the American
Folk Art Museum in New Y ork. The museum'’s paintings are part of avast seriesillustrating the artist's
15,000-page story about the rescue of naked abducted children by seven little girls. Darger, areclusive
janitor and self-taught artist with ambivalent feelings about religion, spent his childhood in a Catholic
orphanage, and in the years before his death in 1973 attended Mass several times daily. The real virtues of
this slender book are the 114 full-color illustrations of the paintings, which range from fanciful nature scenes
to gruesome battle images. The chief essay, by Michel Thévoz, is a pretentious effort that treats Darger's
startling and wholly original pastiche of images drawn from magazines and col oring books at a fastidious
arm's length. --Cathy Curtis

From Library Journal

Chicago artist Henry Darger was a reclusive janitor who created a massive body of highly imaginative
artwork that continues to amaze critics nearly 30 years after his death. In addition to several hundred
drawings, Darger produced many double-sided paintings, voluminous diaries, an autobiography of more than
5000 pages, and an illustrated, 15,000-page fictional epic about the "Vivian Girls." This extraordinary output
would have been lost to the world were it not for the efforts of his landlord, Nathan Lerner, a photographer
and cofounder of the Ingtitute of Design. (After Lerner's death, his widow created the Henry Darger Study
Center in collaboration with the American Folk Art Museum in New Y ork.) Anderson, director of the
Contemporary Center of the American Folk Art Museum, offers this slim catalog for this spring's exhibit at
the American Folk Art Museum. Whileit is nicely illustrated with more than 100 of Darger's drawings, it
pales in comparison with Michael Bonesteel's Henry Darger: Art and Selected Writings a richer, much more
readable book that paints an insightful portrait of this mysterious and sometimes fascinating character. With
most of its only ten pages of text written in aflowery and pretentious tone, this book should not be
considered a necessary purchase. Margarete Gross, Chicago P.L.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From the Publisher
Exhibition Schedule: American Folk Art Museum, New Y ork: Dec. 2001-Apr. 2002

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Crawford:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Darger: The Henry Darger Collection at the American Folk Art Museum.
Try to face the book Darger: The Henry Darger Collection at the American Folk Art Museum as your good
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with



this book.

LisaWalker:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at abook can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especialy this Darger: The Henry
Darger Collection at the American Folk Art Museum book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

James Rouse:

The guide with title Darger: The Henry Darger Collection at the American Folk Art Museum has alot of
information that you can study it. You can get alot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout
new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Brant Castillo:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by internet on social media.
Y ou can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Darger: The Henry Darger Collection at the American Folk Art Museum. Y ou can add
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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