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Scholars have consistently applied psychoanalytic models to representations of
gender in early teen slasher films such as Black Christmas (1974), Halloween
(1978) and Friday the 13th (1980) in order to claim that these were formulaic,
excessively violent exploitation films, fashioned to satisfy the misogynist
fantasies of teenage boys and grind house patrons. However, by examining the
commercial logic, strategies and objectives of the American and Canadian
independents that produced the films and the companies that distributed them in
the US, Blood Money demonstrates that filmmakers and marketers actually went
to extraordinary lengths to make early teen slashers attractive to female youth, to
minimize displays of violence, gore and suffering and to invite comparisons to a
wide range of post-classical Hollywood's biggest hits; including Love Story
(1970), The Exorcist (1973), Saturday Night Fever (1977), Grease and Animal
House (both 1978).

Blood Money is a remarkable piece of scholarship that highlights the many forces
that helped establish the teen slasher as a key component of the North American
film industry's repertoire of youth-market product.
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Scholars have consistently applied psychoanalytic models to representations of gender in early teen slasher
films such as Black Christmas (1974), Halloween (1978) and Friday the 13th (1980) in order to claim that
these were formulaic, excessively violent exploitation films, fashioned to satisfy the misogynist fantasies of
teenage boys and grind house patrons. However, by examining the commercial logic, strategies and
objectives of the American and Canadian independents that produced the films and the companies that
distributed them in the US, Blood Money demonstrates that filmmakers and marketers actually went to
extraordinary lengths to make early teen slashers attractive to female youth, to minimize displays of
violence, gore and suffering and to invite comparisons to a wide range of post-classical Hollywood's biggest
hits; including Love Story (1970), The Exorcist (1973), Saturday Night Fever (1977), Grease and Animal
House (both 1978).

Blood Money is a remarkable piece of scholarship that highlights the many forces that helped establish the
teen slasher as a key component of the North American film industry's repertoire of youth-market product.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Richard Nowell's meticulously researched, engagingly presented and forcefully argued study offers new insights into how
films, filmmaking and film marketing operated in the North American film industry of the 1970s and early 1980s. It is an
exemplary piece of work, which will hopefully inspire other scholars to work along similar lines." - Peter Krämer, Senior
Lecturer in Film Studies, University of East Anglia, UK; author of The New Hollywood: From Bonnie and Clyde to Star Wars
(2005).

"Challenging numerous myths along the way, this impeccably researched study sheds new light not only on slasher films and
cycles, but on the nature, structure and practices of independent production in North America in the 1970s and 1980s. Highly
recommended." - Professor Steve Neale, University of Exeter

"This is a bold and innovative piece of original scholarship which recontextualizes not only a misunderstood
and dismissed group of films, but also provides a new understanding of an entire period in post-studio
Hollywood. Richard Nowell does nothing short of shattering a generation of reductive, speculative, and ill-
informed writing on the early cycle of teen slasher films through a fine-grained, detailed historical account of
their place in North American film production and distribution and their often audacious and original
deployment of commercial elements from a range of Hollywood genres and box office hits. Blood Money
moves with seeming effortlessness from proposing a completely new account of the arc of production cycles
through the movie marketplace to proposing an original model of spectator engagement to dealing a
rigorously-researched death blow to the demonstrably false assertion that these films foreground protracted
scenes of male violence against women cynically calculated to appeal to a predominantly male audience.
Future historians of the horror genre who ignore Blood Money's insights into a major transitional period in
the relationship between independent producers and the major studios will do so at their own peril." - Kevin
Heffernan, author of Ghouls, Gimmicks, and Gold: Horror Films and the American Movie Business, 1953-
1968.

“Richard Nowell’s meticulously researched, engagingly presented and forcefully argued study offers new insights into how
films, filmmaking and film marketing operated in the North American film industry of the 1970s and early 1980s. It is an
exemplary piece of work, which will hopefully inspire other scholars to work along similar lines." - Peter Krämer, Senior
Lecturer in Film Studies, University of East Anglia, UK; author of The New Hollywood: From Bonnie and Clyde to Star Wars
(2005).

"This is a bold and innovative piece of original scholarship which recontextualizes not only a misunderstood
and dismissed group of films, but also provides a new understanding of an entire period in post-studio
Hollywood. Richard Nowell does nothing short of shattering a generation of reductive, speculative, and ill-
informed writing on the early cycle of teen slasher films through a fine-grained, detailed historical account of



their place in North American film production and distribution and their often audacious and original
deployment of commercial elements from a range of Hollywood genres and box office hits. Blood Money
moves with seeming effortlessness from proposing a completely new account of the arc of production cycles
through the movie marketplace to proposing an original model of spectator engagement to dealing a
rigorously-researched death blow to the demonstrably false assertion that these films foreground protracted
scenes of male violence against women cynically calculated to appeal to a predominantly male audience.
Future historians of the horror genre who ignore Blood Money’s insights into a major transitional period in
the relationship between independent producers and the major studios will do so at their own peril." - Kevin
Heffernan, author of Ghouls, Gimmicks, and Gold: Horror Films and the American Movie Business, 1953-
1968.

About the Author
Richard Nowell teaches American Cinema at the American Studies Department of Charles University in
Prague, Czech Republic. He has served as a guest editor of the journal Iluminace, and he has published
articles in several journals including the New Review of Film & Television Studies, Post Script, the Journal
of Film and Video, InMedia, and Cinema Journal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Lockwood:

The book Blood Money: A History of the First Teen Slasher Film Cycle make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Blood Money: A History of the First Teen Slasher Film Cycle to get your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like wide open and read a book Blood Money: A History of the First Teen Slasher
Film Cycle. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Mary Deemer:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Blood Money: A History of the First
Teen Slasher Film Cycle to read.

Jimmy Robertson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information



quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for your requirements is Blood Money: A History of the First Teen Slasher Film Cycle
this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suitable all of you.

Joyce Pippin:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Blood Money: A History of the First Teen Slasher Film Cycle. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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