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Read the book's prologue here and epilogue here.

Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail dissects headline cases to examine
how things go wrong in criminal justice agencies. New second edition cases
include the deadly police assault on New Orleans’ Danziger Bridge after
Hurricane Katrina; the deaths of Amadou Diallo and Trayvon Martin; and
Bernard Kerik’s fall from 9/11 hero to federal prisoner. Highlight cases that
remain from the first edition include the Jon Benet Ramsey murder investigation
and the conflagrations that ended the sieges in Waco and at the MOVE house in
Philadelphia. These human tragedies and organizational debacles serve as
starting points for exploring how common structural and cultural fault lines in
police organizations set the stage for major failures.

The author provides a framework for sorting through these cases to help readers
recognize the distinct roles of operational mechanics, organizational structures,
rank and file culture and executive hubris in making criminal justice agencies
vulnerable to failure. The book examines how dysfunctions such as institutional
racism, sexual harassment, systems abuse and renegade enforcement become
established and then readily blossom into major scandals.

Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail also shows how managers and
oversight officials can spot malignant individuals, identify perverse incentives,
neutralize deviant cultures and recognize when reigning managerial philosophies
or governing policies are producing diminishing or negative returns.

This book is jargon-free and communicates plainly with students and criminal
justice professionals. This is a highly-teachable book that also provides
pragmatic long-term guidance for how to deal with crises, prevent their
recurrence and restore organizational legitimacy. This book is an excellent
centerpiece for any class on police organization and management, criminal
justice policy, or police-community relations.
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Author-maintained blog offers regular postings related to the book's
topic: www.patohara.org

 

Praise for the first edition:

 “Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail is a must read for any
law enforcement executive trying to understand the dynamics of
organizational structures and systems. As any experienced police
official will attest, when organizational structures collapse or
systems fail the results can be devastating. Not only does the
enforcement agency suffer, but the reputation of the city is
damaged, often for years. This text examines some of the most
egregious system failures within American law enforcement. From
the Philadelphia Police Department’s assault on MOVE, to the New
York Police Department’s Michael Dowd corruption scandal, to the
failures of the FBI Lab, the book highlights how things go wrong.
Aspiring law enforcement executives would do well to read this
book and learn from the mistakes of others.” — John F. Timoney,
Chief of Police, City of Miami Police Department
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The author provides a framework for sorting through these cases to help readers recognize the distinct roles
of operational mechanics, organizational structures, rank and file culture and executive hubris in making
criminal justice agencies vulnerable to failure. The book examines how dysfunctions such as institutional
racism, sexual harassment, systems abuse and renegade enforcement become established and then readily
blossom into major scandals.

Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail also shows how managers and oversight officials can spot
malignant individuals, identify perverse incentives, neutralize deviant cultures and recognize when reigning
managerial philosophies or governing policies are producing diminishing or negative returns.

This book is jargon-free and communicates plainly with students and criminal justice professionals. This is a
highly-teachable book that also provides pragmatic long-term guidance for how to deal with crises, prevent
their recurrence and restore organizational legitimacy. This book is an excellent centerpiece for any class on
police organization and management, criminal justice policy, or police-community relations.
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Praise for the first edition:

 “Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail is a must read for any law enforcement executive
trying to understand the dynamics of organizational structures and systems. As any experienced
police official will attest, when organizational structures collapse or systems fail the results can
be devastating. Not only does the enforcement agency suffer, but the reputation of the city is
damaged, often for years. This text examines some of the most egregious system failures within
American law enforcement. From the Philadelphia Police Department’s assault on MOVE, to



the New York Police Department’s Michael Dowd corruption scandal, to the failures of the FBI
Lab, the book highlights how things go wrong. Aspiring law enforcement executives would do
well to read this book and learn from the mistakes of others.” — John F. Timoney, Chief of
Police, City of Miami Police Department
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Patrick O'Hara is a Professor in the Master of Public Administration Program at John Jay College of
Criminal Justice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

This Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in Policing, Second
Edition book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which
is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail:
Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in Policing, Second Edition without we understand teach the one
who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Why Law Enforcement
Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in Policing, Second Edition can bring if you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault
Lines in Policing, Second Edition having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Cicely Silber:

This Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in Policing, Second
Edition tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in Policing, Second
Edition can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in Policing,
Second Edition forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Donald Link:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Why Law Enforcement
Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in Policing, Second Edition, you are able to



enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Michael Due:

This Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in Policing, Second
Edition is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Why Law
Enforcement Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in Policing, Second Edition in your
hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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