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Acquiring contemporary art is about passion and lust, but it is also about
branding, about the back story that comes with the art, about the relationship of
money and status, and, sometimes, about celebrity. The Supermodel and the
Brillo Box follows Don Thompson's 2008 bestseller The $12 Million Stuffed
Shark and offers a further journey of discovery into what the Crash of 2008 did
to the art market and the changing methods that the major auction houses and
dealerships have implemented since then. It describes what happened to that
market after the economic implosion following the collapse of Lehman Brothers
and offers insights and art-world tales from dealers, auction houses, and former
executives of each, from New York and London to Abu Dhabi and Beijing. It
begins with the story of a wax, trophy-style, nude upper-body sculpture of
supermodel Stephanie Seymour by Italian artist Maurizio Cattelan, which sold
for $2.4 million to New York über-collector and private dealer Jose Mugrabi, and
recounts the story of a wooden Brillo box that sold for $722,500. The
Supermodel and the Brillo Box looks at the increasing dominance of Christie's,
Sotheby's, and a few über dealers; the hundreds of millions of new museums
coming up in cities like Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and Beijing; the growing importance
of the digital art world; and the shrinking role of the mainstream gallery.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Bringing an economist's curiosity to the inner workings of the contemporary art market, Don Thompson
manages once again to explain, in laymen's terms, how a lot of it works.” ?Sarah Douglas, Culture Editor,
The New York Observer

“Don delivers entertaining and thoughtful insights into the inner workings of the art business, and does so in
style! Check for Don's pointers on how to play the quiz of the contemporary art market. Very rewarding
reading.” ?Sergey Skaterschikov, Founder, Skate's Art Market Research

“A highly readable account of the booming market for contemporary art, post 2008. Art economist Don
Thompson lays bare the world of high-octane auctions, canny collectors, culture-hungry new economies and
opaque million-dollar art deals.” ?Georgina Adam, art market columnist, The Financial Times, London

“I started reading The Supermodel and the Brillo Box and could not put it down until I finished it! Interesting
to read about a world one knows well looked at through a different perspective. For anyone who wants to
learn about the art market is a must read.” ?Pilar Ordovas, Ordovas gallery, London, and former deputy
chairman for Postwar and Contemporary art, Christie's Europe

About the Author
Don Thompson is an economist and Emeritus Nabisco Brands Professor of Marketing and Strategy at the
Schulich School of Business at York University in Toronto. He has taught at Harvard Business School and
the London School of Economics, and is the author of 11 books. He writes on the economics of the art
market for publications as diverse as The Times (London), Harper's Magazine, and The Art Economist. He
lives in Toronto, Canada.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard McCain:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Supermodel and the Brillo Box: Back Stories and Peculiar
Economics from the World of Contemporary Art. Try to stumble through book The Supermodel and the
Brillo Box: Back Stories and Peculiar Economics from the World of Contemporary Art as your friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.



Michael Brown:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Supermodel and the Brillo Box: Back Stories and Peculiar
Economics from the World of Contemporary Art why because the excellent cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Julia Gilmore:

Beside this The Supermodel and the Brillo Box: Back Stories and Peculiar Economics from the World of
Contemporary Art in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Supermodel and the Brillo
Box: Back Stories and Peculiar Economics from the World of Contemporary Art because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with
read it from right now!

Matthew Sewell:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Supermodel and the Brillo Box: Back Stories
and Peculiar Economics from the World of Contemporary Art was colorful and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book The Supermodel and the Brillo Box: Back Stories and Peculiar Economics from
the World of Contemporary Art has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not
at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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