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"This book rests on alifetime’s thinking about history. It helps us see
Shakespearein “amoreredlistic light”.’
Times Literary Supplement

Although Shakespeareisrightly celebrated for the continued relevancy of his
plays and poetry today, we too often lose sight of the wider historical context
which shaped his work. In Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen, Victor Kiernan shows
that Shakespeare was profoundly sensitive to the great social and political
upheavals of his age. Shakespeare's life coincided with the first challenges to the
institution of monarchy, as well as far-reaching transformationsin the social
hierarchy.

By placing the plays within this context of an emerging modernity, Kiernan
upends our perception of Shakespeare's writings. He shows that these socia
transformations, and especialy the changing roles of women, are crucial to our
understanding of the Comedies, in which the confusion of identity, disguise, and
cross-dressing play acentral role, while the Histories similarly reflect the demise
of feudal allegiances and the development of the modern state.

Featuring a new introduction by Michael Wood, Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen
provides arich resource for both students of literature and for the general reader
looking for new insight into the life of our greatest dramatist.
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"This book rests on alifetime’ s thinking about history. It helps us see Shakespeare in “amore redlistic light” .’
Times Literary Supplement

Although Shakespeareis rightly celebrated for the continued relevancy of his plays and poetry today, we too
often lose sight of the wider historical context which shaped his work. In Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen,
Victor Kiernan shows that Shakespeare was profoundly sensitive to the great social and political upheavals
of his age. Shakespeare's life coincided with the first challenges to the ingtitution of monarchy, aswell as
far-reaching transformations in the social hierarchy.

By placing the plays within this context of an emerging modernity, Kiernan upends our perception of
Shakespeare's writings. He shows that these socia transformations, and especially the changing roles of
women, are crucial to our understanding of the Comedies, in which the confusion of identity, disguise, and
cross-dressing play acentral role, while the Histories similarly reflect the demise of feudal allegiances and
the development of the modern state.

Featuring a new introduction by Michael Wood, Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen provides arich resource for
both students of literature and for the general reader looking for new insight into the life of our greatest
dramatist.
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Editorial Review
Review

“The strength of this book liesin the total view of political and social conditions of the period which
underpinsit. . . . Unlike so many other books on Shakespeare, it will not scare off the non-academic reader.”
(Guardian)

“Victor Kiernan is one of the best historians of seventeenth-century England. And heis also a sensitive
literary critic. The combination of these gifts makes his book a remarkable achievement. It will become a
classic.”

(Christopher Hill)

“Kiernan’s detailed knowledge of the plays and the period they emerged from give an enormous authority to
his analysis of the forces at work in them. He covers the entire canon, including the sonnets and the comedies
but his analysis of the historiesis central.”

(Morning Sar (UK))
About the Author

Victor Kiernan (1913-2009) was one of Britain’s most distinguished historians and professor of modern
history at the University of Edinburgh.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Russell Bussey:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extratime? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen to read.

David Guyton:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen book is readable simply by you who
hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected
with Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available asit. So , do you till
thinking Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?



Kimberly Lunceford:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn abook you can get alot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book hasalot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Shakespeare: Poet
and Citizen will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Roy Taylor:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Shakespeare: Poet and Citizen
issimple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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