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Owsley and Me is a love story set against the background of the Psychedelic
Revolution of the '60s. Owsley "Bear" Stanley met her in Berkeley in 1965, when
LSD was still legal and he was the world's largest producer and distributor of
LSD. Rhoney found herself working in an LSD laboratory, and the third corner
in a love triangle. We all know the stories from the '60s—but never from the
point of view of a woman finding her way through twisted trails of love,
jealousy, and paranoia, all the while personally connecting to the most iconic
events and people of her time.

Bear supported the Grateful Dead in their early years and gave away as much
LSD as he sold—millions of hits. He designed and engineered the infamous Wall
of Sound system of the early '70s, just before he began his two years in prison,
with Rhoney raising their infant son. He died one year ago, but the era he helped
create is now being rediscovered by a new generation interested in the meaning
of it all.

Today Rhoney Stanley is a practicing holistic orthodontist in Woodstock, New
York. This is her first book.

Tom Davis was an Emmy Award–winning American writer and comedian. He is
best known for being one of the original writers for Saturday Night Live and for
his former partnership with Al Franken, as half of the comedy duo "Franken &
Davis." His memoir Thirty-Nine Years of Short-Term Memory Loss: The Early
Days of SNL from Someone Who Was There was published in 2010 by Grove
Press.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Rhoney Gissen met Owsley Bear Stanley in Berkeley, California, in 1965. In addition to being a sound
engineer for the then-new rock band, the Grateful Dead, Bear made and sold lysergic acid diethylamide,
otherwise known as LSD, which, at the time, was completely legal. But it soon wouldn’t be, and when the
law changed, Bear became an outlaw, and Rhoney his willing accomplice. Her memoir is a story of love and
experimentation. As someone who worked in the labs that produced LSD, Rhoney has firsthand knowledge
of the environment surrounding the psychedelic drug in its heyday. Famous people—Timothy Leary, Jerry
Garcia, Ravi Shankar, Jimi Hendrix, Ken Kesey—wander in and out of the story, which delivers a vivid,
behind-the-scenes look at the 1960s counterculture. A nostalgia trip for many, to be sure, but also an
involving love story that chronicles the sometimes turbulent relationship between Rhoney and Owsley. --
David Pitt

Review

“Owsley was a key 1960s figure, who some would say "turned on" a generation more so than even Tim
Leary, but his own life has long been shrouded in mystery. Here's a firsthand recollection, as "intimate" as is
likely to be penned…Here are firsthand backstage accounts of the Monterey Pop Festival, Woodstock,
Altamont, and much more … with various Beatles, Stones, San Francisco musicians, of course, and other
famed counterculture figures popping in and out.”--Huffington Post

“OWSLEY AND ME is totally geared toward people who have an interest in the music of the time, but also
one of the most influential characters of all of drug culture. Think of it as the real BREAKING BAD, just
with more peace and love, and a whole lot less guns and dead bodies.”--Bookgasm

“Famous people—Timothy Leary, Jerry Garcia, Ravi Shankar, Jimi Hendrix, Ken Kesey—wander in and out
of the story, which delivers a vivid, behind-the-scenes look at the 1960s counterculture. A nostalgia trip for
many, to be sure, but also an involving love story that chronicles the sometimes turbulent relationship
between Rhoney and Owsley.”--Booklist

Vanity Fair – April issue “Hot Type”

“My LSD Family is an oddly sweet-hearted and heartwarming tome, while also bringing back enough
memories to hopefully fuel many memories long forgotten on others’ parts.”--Woodstock Times

"Stanley isn't preaching about redemption, salvation, or crawling out of the pits of drug abuse. She's taking
us on a tour of her youth and, fortunately for us, the sights and sounds are colorful and vividly described. If
you weren't there yourself, after reading this memoir, odds are, you'll wish you had been."-Blogcritics

"In this wild memoir of life with the media-crowned "Acid King," she (Gissen Stanley) captures the
perfectionist genius who also transformed audio technology, created jewelry, advocated a carnivorous diet
and studied to be a ballet dancer."--High Times Magazine

"Stanley's memoir is an impressionistic kaleidoscope of the tumultuous times that informed the birth of the
Haight and the genesis of the Dead, and her reminiscences help us better understand the complex currents

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


that made that era so iconic, powerful, and still misunderstood."--Grateful Dead Archive

"Owsley and Me: My LSD Family” is a heartfelt memoir of the author’s college years and her love affair
with Owsley “Bear” Stanley, who was the pre-eminent producer of LSD in the United States in the 1960s."--
Poughkeepsie Journal

About the Author

Rhoney Stanley lived & worked side by side with Owsley Stanley, one of the pioneers of the psychedelic
revolution of the sixties. During their time together, he produced 1.25 million doses of LSD. Together, they
raised a son, Starfinder. She is a Columbia University graduate.

Tom Davis was an Emmy Award-winning American writer and comedian. He is best known for being one of
the original writers for Saturday Night Live and for his former partnership with Al Franken, as half of the
comedy duo "Franken & Davis." His memoir, "Thirty-Nine Years of Short-Term Memory Loss: The Early
Days of SNL from Someone Who Was There" was published in 2010 by Grove.

Brief Bio of “Owsley”
Owsley Stanley (better known as “Owsley” or “Bear” to his friends and family) played a key role during the’
psychedelic revolution’ of the sixties. He was the first person to mass manufacture LSD and is reputed to
have produced more than 1.25 million doses between the years 1965 to 1967. In 1965 Owsley became the
key supplier of LSD to Ken Kesey and the Merry Pranksters. He was later featured in Tom Wolfe’s The
Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test. He also provided LSD to the Beatles during the filming of Magical Mystery
Tour.
In 1966 during the Acid tests Owsley met the members of the Grateful Dead. He became their first
soundman as well as financier. Along with his close friend Bob Thomas, he designed the Lightning Bolt
Skull Logo often referred to by fans as the’ Steal Your Face’ which predated the album of the same name by
8 years. Stanley began a long- term practice of recording the Dead while they rehearsed and performed.
Stanley also made numerous live recordings of other leading 1960s and 1970s artists appearing in San
Francisco, including Quicksilver Messenger Service, Jefferson Airplane, early Jefferson Starship, Janis
Joplin, Big Brother and the Holding Company, Taj Mahal, Santana, Miles Davis, Jimi Hendrix, Johnny
Cash, Blue Cheer (a band that took its name from the nickname of Stanley's LSD), and many others. While
many Owsley recordings have been released, many more remain unissued.
Owsley was born (1935) into a prominent political family from Kentucky. His father was a government
attorney. His grandfather, A. Owsley Stanley, a member of the United States Senate after serving as
Governor of Kentucky and in the U.S. House of Representatives, campaigned against alcohol Prohibition.
Owsley studied engineering at the University of Virginia before dropping out in 1956.He enlisted in the U.S.
Air Force and served for eighteen months before being discharged in 1958. Later, inspired by a 1958
performance of the Bolshoi Ballet, he began studying ballet in Los Angeles, supporting himself for a time as
a professional dancer. In 1963, he enrolled at the University of California, Berkeley where he became
involved in the psychoactive drug scene. He dropped out after a semester, took a technical job at KGO-TV,
and began producing LSD in a small lab located in the bathroom of a house near campus. His makeshift
laboratory was raided by police on February 21, 1965. He beat the charges and successfully sued for the
return of his equipment. The police were looking for methamphetamine but found only LSD, which was not
illegal at the time.
In 1970, 19 members of the Grateful Dead and crew were busted at a French Quarter hotel after returning
from a concert at "The Warehouse" in New Orleans, Louisiana for a combination of drugs.. Everybody in the
band, except Pigpen and Tom Constanten, was included in the bust including s a man listed as Owsley
Stanley, 35, of Alexandria, Virginia, a technician for the band, booked with illegal possession of narcotics,
dangerous non-narcotics, LSD, and barbiturates. Ultimately Owsley was confined to Federal prison from



1970 to 1972, after a Federal judge intervened by revoking his release from the 1967 case. Stanley took
advantage of the opportunity there to learn metalwork and jewelry-making.
Owsley died after an automobile accident in Australia on March 12, 2011. The statement released on behalf
of Stanley's family said the car crash occurred near his home, on a rural stretch of highway near Mareeba,
Queensland. He is survived by his wife Sheila, four children, eight grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important normally. The book Owsley and Me: My LSD Family ended up being making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
guide Owsley and Me: My LSD Family is not only giving you much more new information but also to be
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book Owsley and Me: My LSD Family. You never truly feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Belinda Timmer:

This Owsley and Me: My LSD Family book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That Owsley
and Me: My LSD Family without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Owsley and Me: My LSD Family can bring once you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even telephone. This Owsley and Me: My LSD Family having fine arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Matthew McDaniel:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Owsley and Me:
My LSD Family suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Owsley and Me: My LSD Familyis a single of several books this everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular
book.



Ruth Goodrich:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With the book
Owsley and Me: My LSD Family we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Owsley and Me: My LSD Family. You can more
desirable than now.
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