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The original French edition of this book, published in 1967, was widely
acclaimed as the best introduction to Chinese Communism ever published. A
fresh, bold interpretative survey, it focuses on the dynamic social forces
underlying the Chinese Communists' rise in three short decades from obscurity to
power. The author seeks above all to relate the events of this tumultuous period
to certain tentative generalizations about the nature and course of the revolution.
He is concerned less with the May Fourth Movement as such, for example, than
with the revolution's intellectual origins, less with the Communist party's early
political history than with the place of Marxist ideology in that history, less with
the military aspects of the war of 1937-45 than with the influence of nationalism
in the growing success of the Communists. An important part of the book deals
with the various governmental and non-governmental attempt at reform during
the Kuomintang era, which the author shows were too little too late to dam the
swelling flood of revolution. The conclusion evaluates the crucial role of
imperialism, the peasantry, and the army in the Chinese "formula" for revolution
and re-examines the relationship between Marxism and the Chinese Revolution.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Lucien Bianco's study is the best single analysis that we have in such brief compass, not merely because is
the most recent, but primarily because it is the most comprehensive, critical, and balanced. It is both a superb
summary for beginners and at the same time presents interpretations that all scholars will have to consider."
—John K. Fairbank
,Journal of Asian Studies

"Professor Bianco's succinct, lucid, and penetrating study meets an urgent need in synthesizing [recent]
studies into a new, broad, overview of the Chinese Communist path to power. . . . One also cannot fail to be
impressed by the author's wit and wisdom, his humanity and honesty."
—Allen S. Whittig
,Problems of Communism

"An outstanding study of the pre-Communist period by an eminent French scholar who brings a refreshingly
different perspective to the problems of the origin of the Chinese Revolution."
Choice

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

About the Author
Lucien Bianco is Directeur d'Etudes at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes in Paris.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Origins of the Chinese
Revolution, 1915-1949 book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Gregory Anderson:

The ability that you get from Origins of the Chinese Revolution, 1915-1949 could be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but Origins of the Chinese Revolution, 1915-1949 giving you joy feeling of



reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Origins of the Chinese
Revolution, 1915-1949 instantly.

John Stewart:

Origins of the Chinese Revolution, 1915-1949 can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Origins of the Chinese
Revolution, 1915-1949 but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial considering.

Florinda Redfern:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top list in your reading list is actually Origins of the Chinese Revolution, 1915-1949. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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