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This final volume in a series of three contains Cyril's commentary on Zephaniah,
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. Applying his knowledge of ancient Israelite
history in his analysis of the immediate context for each of these prophetic books,
Cyril believes that Zephaniah was addressed to the residents of Jerusalem in the
years preceding the Babylonian Exile, and the other three were addressed to a
newly repatriated, post-exilic nation.

An emphasis on theodicy is a primary theme of this book. God's love for
humankind, says Cyril, is expressed in the many warnings sent through the
prophets and in the ample amount of time that God allows for people to repent.
When no repentance ensues, God sends harsh but just punishments, employing
the brutality of enemy nations as his instruments, yet always doing so with the
loving purpose of returning his people to himself.

Cyril's focus on the historical details of the Old Testament is matched by his
concern for the Church of his own day. Where the prophetic oracles mention the
Jewish priesthood, altar, or sacrifices, Cyril takes the opportunity to exhort
Christian priests to preserve their moral purity and to fulfill their liturgical duties
with devotion. This extrapolation from the ancient to the contemporary, from
Israel to the Church, is compatible with the typological interpretation that Cyril
utilizes in conjunction with his literal, historical approach. The Temple is a type,
or foreshadowing, of the Church, and the sacrificial lamb of the Passover
prefigures Christ. Thus Cyril maintains his connection with the Alexandrian
tradition of allegorical exegesis while presenting a balanced, multi-faceted
interpretation that applies passages from many other parts of the Bible to extract
a wealth of meaning from the prophetic books.
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University's Centre for Early Christian Studies, was a distinguished biblical
scholar best known for his prodigious talent as a translator of patristic biblical
commentaries on the Old Testament. Nearly 30 volumes of his translations have
been published, many of them in the Fathers of the Church series, others in the
Library of Early Christianity series. In recognition of this work he was awarded
the papal cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice by Pope John Paul II.
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About the Author
Robert C. Hill, a founder and honorary fellow of the Australian Catholic University's Centre for Early
Christian Studies, was a distinguished biblical scholar best known for his prodigious talent as a translator of
patristic biblical commentaries on the Old Testament. Nearly 30 volumes of his translations have been
published, many of them in the Fathers of the Church series, others in the Library of Early Christianity
series. In recognition of this work he was awarded the papal cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice by Pope John
Paul II.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what type you should start with. This Commentary on the Twelve Prophets (Fathers Of The Church),
Vol.3 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Diane Numbers:

The reserve with title Commentary on the Twelve Prophets (Fathers Of The Church), Vol.3 posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Cara Fultz:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Commentary on the Twelve Prophets
(Fathers Of The Church), Vol.3 reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Commentary on
the Twelve Prophets (Fathers Of The Church), Vol.3 as good book not merely by the cover but also by
content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.



Karen Morris:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Commentary on the Twelve Prophets (Fathers Of The Church), Vol.3 will give you a new experience in
reading a book.
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