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In 1975, a young high school teacher took the stage at a prayer meeting in a
southwestern Korean city to recite a poem called "The Winter Republic." The
poem became an anthem against the military dictatorship of Park Chung Hee and
his successors; the poet, however, soon found himself in court and then in prison
for saddling the authoritarian state with such a memorable moniker. This unique
book weaves together literary works, biographical accounts, institutional
histories, trial transcripts, and personal interviews to tell the powerful story of
how literature became a fierce battleground against authoritarian rule during one
of the darkest periods in South Korea's history.

Park Chung Hee's military dictatorship was a time of unparalleled political
oppression. It was also a time of rapid and unprecedented economic
development. Against this backdrop, Youngju Ryu charts the growing activism
of Korean writers who interpreted literature's traditional autonomy as a clarion
call to action, an imperative to intervene politically in the name of art. Each of
the book's four chapters is devoted to a single writer and organized around a
trope central to his work. Kim Chi-ha's "bandits," satirizing Park's dictatorship;
Yi Mun-gu's "neighbor," evoking old nostalgia and new anxieties; Cho Se-h?i's
dwarf, representing the plight of the urban poor; and Hwang Sok-yong's labor
fiction, the supposed herald of the proletarian revolution. Ending nearly two
decades of an implicit ban on socially engaged writing, literature of the period
became politicized not merely in content and form, but also as an institution.

Writers of the Winter Republic emerged as the conscience of their troubled yet
formative times. A question of politics lies at the heart of this book, which seeks
to understand how and why a time of political oppression and censorship
simultaneously expanded the practice and everyday relevance of literature. By
animating the lives and works of the men who shaped this period, the book offers
readers an illuminating literary, cultural, and political history of the era.
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In 1975, a young high school teacher took the stage at a prayer meeting in a southwestern Korean city to
recite a poem called "The Winter Republic." The poem became an anthem against the military dictatorship of
Park Chung Hee and his successors; the poet, however, soon found himself in court and then in prison for
saddling the authoritarian state with such a memorable moniker. This unique book weaves together literary
works, biographical accounts, institutional histories, trial transcripts, and personal interviews to tell the
powerful story of how literature became a fierce battleground against authoritarian rule during one of the
darkest periods in South Korea's history.

Park Chung Hee's military dictatorship was a time of unparalleled political oppression. It was also a time of
rapid and unprecedented economic development. Against this backdrop, Youngju Ryu charts the growing
activism of Korean writers who interpreted literature's traditional autonomy as a clarion call to action, an
imperative to intervene politically in the name of art. Each of the book's four chapters is devoted to a single
writer and organized around a trope central to his work. Kim Chi-ha's "bandits," satirizing Park's
dictatorship; Yi Mun-gu's "neighbor," evoking old nostalgia and new anxieties; Cho Se-h?i's dwarf,
representing the plight of the urban poor; and Hwang Sok-yong's labor fiction, the supposed herald of the
proletarian revolution. Ending nearly two decades of an implicit ban on socially engaged writing, literature
of the period became politicized not merely in content and form, but also as an institution.

Writers of the Winter Republic emerged as the conscience of their troubled yet formative times. A question
of politics lies at the heart of this book, which seeks to understand how and why a time of political
oppression and censorship simultaneously expanded the practice and everyday relevance of literature. By
animating the lives and works of the men who shaped this period, the book offers readers an illuminating
literary, cultural, and political history of the era.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Winter Republic was a label given by a dissident poet to the dictatorial rule of the South Korean leader
Park Chung-hee. . . . This beautifully written book analyzes the work of four other authors whose fiction and
poetry exposed political oppression and social injustice during that time. Ryu s close readings bring these
fascinating works alive even for those who don t read Korean.-- "Foreign Affairs"

This is a riveting, beautifully written account of literature that was created in a harrowing situation yet
remained focused and clear. . . . This is a necessary study of literature as a vehicle for political change,
beyond Park's Korea as well as in it. Essential.-- "CHOICE"

"The Winter Republic" was a label given by a dissident poet to the dictatorial rule of the South Korean leader
Park Chung-hee. . . . This beautifully written book analyzes the work of four other authors whose fiction and
poetry exposed political oppression and social injustice during that time. Ryu's close readings bring these
fascinating works alive even for those who don't read Korean.-- "Foreign Affairs"

Review
This is a riveting, beautifully written account of literature that was created in a harrowing situation yet
remained focused and clear. . . . This is a necessary study of literature as a vehicle for political change,
beyond Park’s Korea as well as in it. Essential. (CHOICE)

“The Winter Republic” was a label given by a dissident poet to the dictatorial rule of the South Korean
leader Park Chung-hee. . . . This beautifully written book analyzes the work of four other authors whose
fiction and poetry exposed political oppression and social injustice during that time. Ryu’s close readings
bring these fascinating works alive even for those who don’t read Korean. (Foreign Affairs)

Review
Youngju Ryu offers a vivid portrait of the period from the early 1960s to the early 1990s through accounts of
the literary debates of those decades. It is a riveting rendition of a dramatic war against one of the most
authoritarian regimes in modern history, a war waged by poets and writers whose ability to inspire and ignite
people’s imaginations grew so powerful that many of them were jailed and tortured and, in some cases,
sentenced to death. Brilliant and beautifully written, her discussions of the texts are informed by her wide
and deep knowledge of Korean history, language, and culture. (Elaine H. Kim, University of California,
Berkeley)

Writers of the Winter Republic shows how anyone interested in the political economy of Korea needs to start
reading poetry and novels. As Youngju Ryu demonstrates in these elegant and riveting pages, it was
literature that provided the heart and conscience of anti-authoritarian resistance, giving voice to wider social
forces during an era of military suppression and censorship. The sacrifices writers made together with their
marvelous texts capture better than any standard history the compelling and dramatic narratives of modern
Korea. This is literary history at its best. (Andre Schmid, University of Toronto)

Writers of the Winter Republic is a significant accomplishment. Youngju Ryu completely revises our
thinking about post-1945 South Korean literary history and the relations among politics, aesthetics, and
ethics. The impact of this book will be lasting. (Theodore Hughes, Columbia University)



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anita Pfeifer:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Writers of the
Winter Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

George Carter:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Writers of the Winter Republic:
Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Elizabeth Brown:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Writers of the Winter Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's
Korea will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Steve Henry:

Beside that Writers of the Winter Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Writers of the Winter Republic: Literature and
Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you at times have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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