
Women and Civil Society in Turkey: Women's
Movements in a Muslim Society

By Ömer Çaha

Women and Civil Society in Turkey: Women's Movements in a Muslim
Society By Ömer Çaha

Focusing on three important interrelated issues, Women and Civil Society in
Turkey challenges the classical definition, developed in the West, of civil society
as an equivalent of the public sphere in which women are excluded. First it
shows how feminist movements have developed a new definition of civil society
to include women. Second it draws attention to the role of women in the
modernization of Turkey with special reference to the debate on the possibility of
an indigenous feminist movement. Finally, it underlines the contribution of
feminist, Islamic and Kurdish women’s movements in the transition from an
ideologically constructed, uniform public sphere to a multi-public domain.
Giving attention to the influence of diverse women’s movements over Turkish
political values this book sheds light into the issue of how a feminine civil
society has been constructed as part of a plural public space in Turkey. Ã–mer
Ã‡aha argues that this new public realm is the product of values and institutions
which have been developed by diverse women’s groups who have succeeded in
eliminating the traditional barricades between public and domestic spheres and in
steering women into public life without sacrificing their own values.
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Focusing on three important interrelated issues, Women and Civil Society in Turkey challenges the classical
definition, developed in the West, of civil society as an equivalent of the public sphere in which women are
excluded. First it shows how feminist movements have developed a new definition of civil society to include
women. Second it draws attention to the role of women in the modernization of Turkey with special
reference to the debate on the possibility of an indigenous feminist movement. Finally, it underlines the
contribution of feminist, Islamic and Kurdish women’s movements in the transition from an ideologically
constructed, uniform public sphere to a multi-public domain. Giving attention to the influence of diverse
women’s movements over Turkish political values this book sheds light into the issue of how a feminine
civil society has been constructed as part of a plural public space in Turkey. Ã–mer Ã‡aha argues that this
new public realm is the product of values and institutions which have been developed by diverse women’s
groups who have succeeded in eliminating the traditional barricades between public and domestic spheres
and in steering women into public life without sacrificing their own values.
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Editorial Review

Review
'A timely book on a highly important topic. Professor Caha discusses three branches of feminism in Turkey
during the last thirty years: the liberal branch, the Islamic feminist movement, and the Kurdish women's
groups. Although a meticulous scholar, the author is not just a neutral analyst but an engaged writer deeply
committed to a social vision where women are given their rightful place.'Fred Dallmayr, University of Notre
Dame, USA

About the Author
Ã–mer Ã‡aha is Professor of Political Science at Yildiz Technical University, Department of Political
Science and International Relations, Istanbul, Turkey. He is interested in such issues as democratization,
civil society, political behaviors, social movements and women’s movements.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Long:

Typically the book Women and Civil Society in Turkey: Women's Movements in a Muslim Society has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the
very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy
to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Mindy Martinez:

The book untitled Women and Civil Society in Turkey: Women's Movements in a Muslim Society contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author.
The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Marco Roy:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Women and Civil Society in Turkey:
Women's Movements in a Muslim Society is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.



James Ensor:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Women and Civil Society in Turkey: Women's
Movements in a Muslim Society.
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