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Barry R. Posen explores how military doctrine takes shape and the role it plays in
grand strategy?that collection of military, economic, and political means and
ends with which a state attempts to achieve security. Posen isolates three crucial
elements of a given strategic doctrine: its offensive, defensive, or deterrent
characteristics, its integration of military resources with political aims, and the
degree of military or operational innovation it contains. He then examines these
components of doctrine from the perspectives of organization theory and balance
of power theory, taking into account the influence of technology and geography.

Looking at interwar France, Britain, and Germany, Posen challenges each theory
to explain the German Blitzkrieg, the British air defense system, and the French
Army's defensive doctrine often associated with the Maginot Line. This rigorous
comparative study, in which the balance of power theory emerges as the more
useful, not only
allows us to discover important implications for the study of national strategy
today, but also serves to sharpen our understanding of the origins of World War
II.
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security. Posen isolates three crucial elements of a given strategic doctrine: its offensive, defensive, or
deterrent characteristics, its integration of military resources with political aims, and the degree of military or
operational innovation it contains. He then examines these components of doctrine from the perspectives of
organization theory and balance of power theory, taking into account the influence of technology and
geography.

Looking at interwar France, Britain, and Germany, Posen challenges each theory to explain the German
Blitzkrieg, the British air defense system, and the French Army's defensive doctrine often associated with the
Maginot Line. This rigorous comparative study, in which the balance of power theory emerges as the more
useful, not only
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a scholarly and conceptually ambitious work which seeks to explain how military doctrine takes
place and its role in 'grand strategy.' The core of the study examines military doctrines in the interwar period,
discussing the German blitzkrieg and British air defense system as successes, and the French army's Maginot
Line doctrine as a great failure. Posen develops many intriguing ideas and theoretical insights, and debates
those of his academic peers, in a rich volume that has to be studied as well as read."?Foreign Affairs

About the Author

Barry R. Posen is Ford International Professor of Political Science and director of the Security Studies
Program at MIT. He is the author of The Sources of Military Doctrine: France, Britain, and Germany
between the World Wars (winner of the Furniss Award and the Woodrow Wilson Foundation Award),
Inadvertent Escalation: Conventional War and Nuclear Risks, and Restraint: A New Foundation for U.S.
Grand Strategy, all from Cornell.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

This The Sources of Military Doctrine: France, Britain, and Germany Between the World Wars (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This The Sources of
Military Doctrine: France, Britain, and Germany Between the World Wars (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
be worry The Sources of Military Doctrine: France, Britain, and Germany Between the World Wars (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Sources of Military Doctrine:
France, Britain, and Germany Between the World Wars (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) having
excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Lawrence Seay:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Sources of Military Doctrine: France, Britain, and Germany Between
the World Wars (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) book is readable through you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Sources of



Military Doctrine: France, Britain, and Germany Between the World Wars (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Sources
of Military Doctrine: France, Britain, and Germany Between the World Wars (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Arlene Wilson:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Sources of Military Doctrine: France,
Britain, and Germany Between the World Wars (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can be the response, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Randal Gore:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Sources of Military Doctrine: France, Britain, and Germany Between the World Wars
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) when you essential it?
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