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In America today the intense and controversial debate over the censorship of
pornography continues to call into question the values of a modern, democratic
culture. This ground-breaking collection of ten critical essays traces the history
and various uses of pornography in early modern Europe, offering the historical
perspective crucial to understanding current issues of artistic censorship.

The essays, by historians and literary theorists, examine how pornography
emerged between 1500 and 1800 as a literary practice and a category of
knowledge intimately linked to the formative moments of Western modernity and
the democratization of culture. They reveal that the first modern writers and
engravers of pornography were part of the demimonde of heretics, freethinkers,
and libertines who constituted the dark underside of the Renaissance, the
Scientific Revolution, the Enlightenment, and the French Revolution. From the
beginning, early modern European pornography used the shock of sex to test the
boundaries and regulation of decent and obscene behavior and expression in the
public and private spheres, criticizing and even subverting religious and political
authorities as well social and sexual norms.

Contents: Introduction, Lynn Hunt. Humanism, Politics, and Pornography in
Renaissance Italy, Paula Findlen. The Politics of Pornography: L'Ecole des
filles, Joan Dejean. Sometimes a Sceptre is only a Sceptre: Pornography and
Politics in Restoration England, Rachel Weil. The Materialist World of
Pornography, Margaret C. Jacob. Truth and the Obscene Word in Eighteenth-
Century French Pornography, Lucienne Frappier-Mazur. The Pornographic
Whore: Prostitution in French Pornography from Margot to Juliette, Kathryn
Norberg. Erotic Fantasy and the Libertine Dispensation in Eighteenth-Century
England, Randolph Trumbach. Politics and Pornography in the Seventeenth- and
Eighteenth-Century Dutch Republic, Wijnand W. Mijnhardt. Pornography and
the French Revolution, Lynn Hunt.
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In America today the intense and controversial debate over the censorship of pornography continues to call
into question the values of a modern, democratic culture. This ground-breaking collection of ten critical
essays traces the history and various uses of pornography in early modern Europe, offering the historical
perspective crucial to understanding current issues of artistic censorship.

The essays, by historians and literary theorists, examine how pornography emerged between 1500 and 1800
as a literary practice and a category of knowledge intimately linked to the formative moments of Western
modernity and the democratization of culture. They reveal that the first modern writers and engravers of
pornography were part of the demimonde of heretics, freethinkers, and libertines who constituted the dark
underside of the Renaissance, the Scientific Revolution, the Enlightenment, and the French Revolution. From
the beginning, early modern European pornography used the shock of sex to test the boundaries and
regulation of decent and obscene behavior and expression in the public and private spheres, criticizing and
even subverting religious and political authorities as well social and sexual norms.

Contents: Introduction, Lynn Hunt. Humanism, Politics, and Pornography in Renaissance Italy, Paula
Findlen. The Politics of Pornography: L'Ecole des filles, Joan Dejean. Sometimes a Sceptre is only a
Sceptre: Pornography and Politics in Restoration England, Rachel Weil. The Materialist World of
Pornography, Margaret C. Jacob. Truth and the Obscene Word in Eighteenth-Century French Pornography,
Lucienne Frappier-Mazur. The Pornographic Whore: Prostitution in French Pornography from Margot to
Juliette, Kathryn Norberg. Erotic Fantasy and the Libertine Dispensation in Eighteenth-Century England,
Randolph Trumbach. Politics and Pornography in the Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century Dutch Republic,
Wijnand W. Mijnhardt. Pornography and the French Revolution, Lynn Hunt.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This book, whose contents were presented at a conference at the University of Pennsylvania in 1991,
provides insight into social and political history not often examined by the historian. The reader is offered
nine essays, an introduction, an extensive bibliography, and notes dealing with the source materials. The
essays, which trace the evolution of pornography from 1500 to 1800--that is, from its infancy through the
French Revolution--reinforce the thesis that pornography evolved as a political tool. The book is replete with
drawings representing the originals found in the press of the period under discussion and supporting the
narratives. The work is too specialized for general library collections but nonetheless serves a valuable
service for scholars.
- Arthur K. Steinberg, Livingstone Coll., Salisbury, N.C.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Fascinating...a fiercely intelligent and provocative collection that provides new insights into both the origins
of modern pornography and the dynamics of cultural modernity.

(Michiko Kakutani New York Times )

From the Back Cover
In this groundbreaking collection of essays, historians and literary theorists examine how, between 1500 and
1800, pornography emerged as a literary practice and a category of knowledge intimately linked to the
formative moments of Western modernity and the democratization of culture. The first modern writers and
engravers of pornography were part of the demimonde of heretics, freethinkers and libertines who
constituted the dark underside of the Renaissance, the Scientific Revolution, the Enlightenment and the
French Revolution. From the start, early modern European pornography used the shock of sex to test the
boundaries and regulation of obscene behavior and expression in the public and private sphere. As such,
pornography criticized and even subverted political authorities as well as social and sexual relations.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Invention of Pornography, 1500-1800: Obscenity
and the Origins of Modernity will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
acceptable book with you?



Tamika Sheppard:

Precisely why? Because this The Invention of Pornography, 1500-1800: Obscenity and the Origins of
Modernity is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter
it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had
been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Thomas Schulz:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be read. The Invention of Pornography, 1500-1800: Obscenity and the
Origins of Modernity can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time
problems.

Katrina White:

Beside this particular The Invention of Pornography, 1500-1800: Obscenity and the Origins of Modernity in
your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Invention of Pornography, 1500-1800: Obscenity
and the Origins of Modernity because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often
have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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