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Heartbreaking, joyous, traumatic, intimate and revelatory, Reckoning is the book
where Magda Szubanski, one of Australia's most beloved performers, tells her
story.

In this extraordinary memoir, Magda describes her journey of self-discovery
from a suburban childhood, haunted by the demons of her father's espionage
activities in wartime Poland and by her secret awareness of her sexuality, to the
complex dramas of adulthood and her need to find out the truth about herself and
her family. With courage and compassion she addresses her own frailties and
fears, and asks the big questions about life, about the shadows we inherit and the
gifts we pass on.

Honest, poignant, utterly captivating, Reckoning announces the arrival of a
fearless writer and natural storyteller. It will touch the lives of its readers.

Magda Szubanski is one of Australia’s best known and most loved performers.
She began her career in university revues, then appeared in a number of sketch
comedy shows before creating the iconic character of Sharon Strzelecki in ABC-
TV’s Kath and Kim. She has also acted in films (Babe, Babe: Pig in the City,
Happy Feet, The Golden Compass) and stage shows. Reckoning is her first book.

‘A brave and tender book about everything that matters most in life.’ Cate
Blanchett

‘This is a remarkable memoir, that weaves the tragedy of twentieth century
history into a personal narrative of coming to terms with family and self, and
manages to honour both stories. The writing is assured and controlled, the
storytelling expert and thoughtful, the language eloquent and moving. The
writing, the story, the voice—all of it is beautiful.’ Christos Tsiolkas

‘A memoir that will dazzle every kind of reader...Reckoning is a riveting,
overwhelmingly poignant autobiography by a woman of genius. It is a book
about how someone might live with the idea of killing the thing they love. It is a
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story of love and death and redemption and a daughter’s love for her father. It is
an extraordinary hymn to the tragic heroism at the heart of ordinary life and the
soaring moral scrutiny of womankind. Every library should have it, every school
should teach it.’ Weekend Australian

‘Unlike most autobiographies by famous people, Reckoning has substance
beyond the writer’s fame...Szubanski’s fine memoir, written with great style,
adds another layer to our history.’ Crikey

‘This is documentary writing of the highest order and Szubanski has given life to
an incredible war story...This tale of war and suburbia, sexuality and comedy, is
likely to be the most popular Australian book of the year.’ Age/Sydney Morning
Herald

‘This is an inspiring memoir of a woman who faced her demons, sought
treatment for depression and overcame disappointments.’ Good Reading

‘A page-turner...[Szubanski] is articulate and likeable as she tries to reconcile
herself with the many difficult aspects of her past.’ New Zealand Herald

'Reckoning is a beautiful and moving story of a serious, thoughtful and complex
person.' Paul Barclay, ABC Radio National Books and Arts, Best Books 2015

‘Magda Szubanski’s brave, compassionate—and hilarious—Reckoning may be
some sort of masterpiece of the form.’ Australian, Best Books 2015
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Review

Shortlisted, Biography of the Year, Australian book Industry Awards
Shortlisted, Matt Richell Award for New Writer of the Year, Australian book Industry Awards
Winner, Indie Award for Non-Fiction, 2016
Shortlisted, Nielsen BookData Booksellers Choice Award, 2016
Shortlisted, Douglas Stewart Prize for Non-Fiction, NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, 2016
Longlisted, Dobbie Literary Award, 2016

About the Author

Magda Szubanski is one of Australia’s best known and most loved performers. She appeared in numerous
sketch comedy shows before creating the character of Sharon Strzelecki in the TV show Kath and Kim. She
has also acted in films (Babe, Happy Feet, The Golden Compass) and stage shows. Reckoning is her first
book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Abel Graham:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Reckoning: A Memoir. Try to make the book Reckoning: A Memoir as
your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Evan Hinson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Reckoning: A Memoir, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.



Terry Matlock:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Reckoning: A Memoir can give you a lot of
good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Reckoning: A Memoir.

Kay Roberts:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Reckoning: A Memoir was colorful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Reckoning: A Memoir has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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