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To help her granddaughter accept the risks of loving, Sadie Watson mines her
memory for the tale of the unquenchable love of her life, Jim. Sadie€'s Jim was an
ambitious young slave and seer who, when faced with the prospect of being sold,
escaped down the Mississippi with awhite boy named Huck Finn. Sadieis
suddenly left alone, worried about her children, reviled as awitch, punished for
Jim's escape, and convinced her husband is dead. But Sadie’' swill and her love
for Jim animate her life and see her through.

Told with spare eloquence and mirroring the true stories of countless slave
women, My Jim recreates one of the most controversial charactersin American
literature. A nuanced critique of the great American novel, My Jimis a haunting
and inspiring story about freedom, longing, and the remarkable endurance of
love.

Look for the Reader’ s Group Guide at the back of this book.
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To help her granddaughter accept the risks of loving, Sadie Watson mines her memory for the tale of the
unguenchable love of her life, Jim. Sadie' s Jim was an ambitious young slave and seer who, when faced with
the prospect of being sold, escaped down the Mississippi with awhite boy named Huck Finn. Sadieis
suddenly left alone, worried about her children, reviled as a witch, punished for Jim’s escape, and convinced
her husband is dead. But Sadie’' swill and her love for Jim animate her life and see her through.

Told with spare eloguence and mirroring the true stories of countless slave women, My Jim recreates one of
the most controversial charactersin American literature. A nuanced critique of the great American novel, My
Jimisahaunting and inspiring story about freedom, longing, and the remarkabl e endurance of love.

L ook for the Reader’ s Group Guide at the back of this book.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In her spare, moving retelling of the story of escaped slave Jim from Mark Twain's The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, Rawles shifts the focus to Jim's wife, Sadie, whose unspeakable |osses set the tone for
Jm'sflight. Trained as a heder, Sadie helps bring Jim into the world when she herself is "no higher than a
barrel." Asthey grow up together on Mas Watson's Missouri plantation, Jim only has eyes for Sadie, and
after an informal marriage following their daughter Lizbeth's birth, they consider fleeing together. Their
plans change when Mas Watson dies, and Sadie is taken by a hateful neighbor while Jim is kept on by Mas
Watson's daughter. Jim finally escapes on his own, but is presumed dead when his hat is found floating in the
Mississippi. After countless tribulations, Sadie meets up again with Jim, who has ventured down the
Mississippi with Huck Finn in the meantime, but the pair are not reunited. Further disappointment comes
after emancipation, when Sadie learns that freedom looks an awful lot like slavery. Writing in sonorous slave
dialect, Rawles creates a memorable protagonist in Sadie and builds on Twain's portrayal of Jm while
remaining true to the original.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal

Adult/High School-Rawles turns an American classic on its head with this story of Sadie Watson, the wife
Jim left behind when he joined Huck Finn on his adventure down the Mississippi. As achild, Sadie helps
deliver Jim in atobacco field. Her mother, the midwife, comforts his mother, "This baby might buy you
freedom, one day." Asan adult, Jim is obsessed with that freedom, but his schemes are continually thwarted.
Once he and Sadie "jump the broom," he refuses to leave without his family. Circumstances change when
their master, Watson, dies and Sadie and her children are sold. When Jim tries to visit her, heis caught and
beaten, and finally runs away. His hat is found floating on the Mississippi, and heis feared drowned. Sadie,
however, never gives up hoping for hisreturn. My Jimisalove story. But it isalso avivid portraya of Jm's
other life-harsh at times, poignant at others. Even young adults unfamiliar with Huckleberry Finn's
companion will find Rawles's tale moving and real. The author creates a heartbreaking world where

farewells to husbands, wives, and children are common.—Patricia Bangs, Fairfax County Public Library
System, VA

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine

Although Mark Twain never mentioned Jim’s wife by name in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, award-
winning playwright and novelist Rawles gives Sadie a tale “ as heart-wrenching a personal history as any
recorded in American literature” (New York Times). Here, the subtext of slavery that lingers behind Twain's
classicisgiven full due, and it is appalling in its near unspeakabl e details about slave life. Critics were
universally moved by Sadi€e's short story, and praise the author’ s pitch-perfect tribute to Twain's original
Jim. It makes a great supplement to high school reading lists.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451

Andrea Toliver:

The book My Jim: A Novel can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why
must we leave a very important thing like abook My Jim: A Novel? Severa of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book My Jim: A Novel has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Gordon Frederick:

Asapupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or
rea their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this My Jim: A Novel can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Tim Gonzalez:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. Aswe know those books have many
advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book My Jim: A Novel
we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to
read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
at thistime book My Jim: A Novel. Y ou can more attractive than now.

Bonnie Wilson:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the book My Jim: A Novel to make your current
reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading
especidly. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open up abook and read it. Beside that the e-book
My Jm: A Novel can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of their time.
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