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This book investigates the lives and careers of Muslim African interpreters
employed by the French colonial administration in Saint Louis, Senegal, from the
1850s to the early 1920s. It focuses on the lower and middle Senegal River valley
in northern Senegal, where the French concentrated most of their activities in
West Africa during the nineteenth century. The Muslim interpreters performed
multiple roles as mediators, military and expeditionary guides, emissaries,
diplomatic hosts, and treaty negotiators. As cultural and political powerbrokers
that straddled the colonial divide, they were indispensable for French officials in
their relations with African rulers and the local population. As such, a central
concern of this book is the paradoxical and often contradictory roles the
interpreters played in mediating between the French and Africans. This book
argues that the Muslim interpreters exemplified a paradox: while serving the
French administration they pursued their own interests and defended those of
their local communities. In doing so, the interpreters strove to maintain some
degree of autonomy. Moreover, this book contends that the interpreters occupied
a vantage position as mediators to influence the construction of colonial
discourse and knowledge, because they channeled the flow of information
between the French and the African population. Thus, Muslim interpreters had
the capacity to shape power relations between the colonizers and the colonized in
Senegal.
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This book investigates the lives and careers of Muslim African interpreters employed by the French colonial
administration in Saint Louis, Senegal, from the 1850s to the early 1920s. It focuses on the lower and middle
Senegal River valley in northern Senegal, where the French concentrated most of their activities in West
Africa during the nineteenth century. The Muslim interpreters performed multiple roles as mediators,
military and expeditionary guides, emissaries, diplomatic hosts, and treaty negotiators. As cultural and
political powerbrokers that straddled the colonial divide, they were indispensable for French officials in their
relations with African rulers and the local population. As such, a central concern of this book is the
paradoxical and often contradictory roles the interpreters played in mediating between the French and
Africans. This book argues that the Muslim interpreters exemplified a paradox: while serving the French
administration they pursued their own interests and defended those of their local communities. In doing so,
the interpreters strove to maintain some degree of autonomy. Moreover, this book contends that the
interpreters occupied a vantage position as mediators to influence the construction of colonial discourse and
knowledge, because they channeled the flow of information between the French and the African population.
Thus, Muslim interpreters had the capacity to shape power relations between the colonizers and the
colonized in Senegal.
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Editorial Review

Review
Tambo M’bayo’s study of Muslim interpreters in colonial Senegal is an important contribution to a growing
literature on the role African intermediaries played in the elaboration and operation of the colonial state. Of
these intermediaries, the most important were the interpreters. M’bayo argues that they were important as
cultural brokers, as diplomats and emissaries, as the voice of the regime, and as a source of information to
colonial rulers about the peoples being governed. (Martin Klein, University of Toronto, Emeritus)

Muslim Interpreters is a valuable and welcome addition to the literature on African intermediaries under
colonial rule. Dr. Mbayo marshals a vast array of archival and oral sources to describe the role of Muslim
interpreters as the French moved from their outpost of Saint-Louis to expand their domination along the
Senegal River valley and the hinterland of Senegal. Moving beyond the simplistic resistance/collaboration
binary the book highlights the role of interpreters not only as go-between between colonizers and colonized
but also as producers of knowledge with significant influence in colonial decision making. (Cheikh Anta
Babou, University of Pennsylvania)

About the Author
Tamba M’bayo is assistant professor of history at West Virginia University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roxanne Jimenez:

The book Muslim Interpreters in Colonial Senegal, 1850–1920: Mediations of Knowledge and Power in the
Lower and Middle Senegal River Valley make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Muslim Interpreters in Colonial
Senegal, 1850–1920: Mediations of Knowledge and Power in the Lower and Middle Senegal River Valley
being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a guide Muslim
Interpreters in Colonial Senegal, 1850–1920: Mediations of Knowledge and Power in the Lower and Middle
Senegal River Valley. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks.
So , how do you think about this book?

Leon Moses:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Muslim Interpreters in Colonial Senegal, 1850–1920: Mediations of Knowledge
and Power in the Lower and Middle Senegal River Valley it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot



of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Earl Hess:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
read. Muslim Interpreters in Colonial Senegal, 1850–1920: Mediations of Knowledge and Power in the
Lower and Middle Senegal River Valley can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have
those short extra time problems.

Robert Robertson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Muslim Interpreters in Colonial Senegal, 1850–1920:
Mediations of Knowledge and Power in the Lower and Middle Senegal River Valley was colourful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Muslim Interpreters in Colonial Senegal, 1850–1920:
Mediations of Knowledge and Power in the Lower and Middle Senegal River Valley has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
that.
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