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Magna Carta is celebrated around the world as a symbol of limited government
and constitutionalism. But in 1215 Magna Carta was a failure, abrogated within
months. Why then do we celebrate this piece of parchment? To mark the 800th
anniversary this book brings together top scholars from the UK, US and Australia
to answer this question and analyse Magna Carta's historic and contemporary
influence. Using a political science framework, Magna Carta and its Modern
Legacy draws from scholarship on influence and constitutional design to explain
how parchment can contain executive power. Individual chapters on Britain
discuss such topics as socioeconomic rights in Magna Carta; Magna Carta and
the British constitution; and public understanding of the charter. Internationally-
focused chapters look at Magna Carta and jury trial in America, slavery in the
Caribbean, court delays in the Pacific, the proportionality principle, and judicial
supremacy.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This is a worthy contribution to the study of Magna Carta at the dawn of the twenty-first century. It presents
the reader with novel insights into the Great Charter's history and highlights talking points in the broader
conversation about its place in the constitutional thought of the future. Its critical tone may help inoculate
students against the mythology of Runnymede. But the collection also makes clear that, however mixed its
legacy, and however modest its 'actual, direct' influence, Magna Carta will continue to structure debate
around the most pressing questions of public power and individual liberty.' J. G. Allen, The Cambridge Law
Journal

About the Author
Robert Hazell is Professor of Government and the Constitution at University College London. He is the
Founder and Director of the Constitution Unit, an independent think tank specialising in constitutional
reform that has published detailed reports on Britain's constitutional reform programme. Professor Hazell
frequently appears on the BBC and other media to talk about constitutional issues, and has received the
Political Studies Association's Communication Award.

James Melton is a Senior Lecturer in Comparative Politics at University College London. His research
focuses on comparative constitutional design, investigating the origins, stability, and enforcement of formal
constitutional texts. He is a principal investigator at the Comparative Constitutions Project and co-author of
the project's first book, The Endurance of National Constitutions (Cambridge University Press, 2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pauline Jefferson:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Magna Carta and its Modern Legacy (Comparative
Constitutional Law and Policy). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important a book Magna Carta and its Modern Legacy (Comparative Constitutional
Law and Policy). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open
a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Erica Logan:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Magna Carta and its Modern Legacy (Comparative
Constitutional Law and Policy) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the



knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Edward Bastian:

The book Magna Carta and its Modern Legacy (Comparative Constitutional Law and Policy) will bring
someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Magna Carta and its
Modern Legacy (Comparative Constitutional Law and Policy) is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

John Dame:

Beside this Magna Carta and its Modern Legacy (Comparative Constitutional Law and Policy) in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Magna Carta and its Modern Legacy (Comparative
Constitutional Law and Policy) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from today!
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