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In the wake of the 1959 Cuban Revolution, a key state ideology developed:
racism was a systemic cultural issue that ceased to exist after the Revolution, and
any racism that did persist was a result of contained cases of individual prejudice
perpetuated by US influence. Even after the state officially pronounced the end
of racism within its borders, social inequalities tied to racism, sexism, and
homophobia endured, and, during the economic liberalization of the 1990s,
widespread economic disparities began to reemerge.

Cuban Underground Hip Hop focuses on a group of self-described antiracist,
revolutionary youth who initiated a social movement (1996–2006) to educate and
fight against these inequalities through the use of arts-based political activism
intended to spur debate and enact social change. Their “revolution” was manifest
in altering individual and collective consciousness by critiquing nearly all aspects
of social and economic life tied to colonial legacies. Using over a decade of
research and interviews with those directly involved, Tanya L. Saunders traces
the history of the movement from its inception and the national and international
debates that it spawned to the exodus of these activists/artists from Cuba and the
creative vacuum they left behind. Shedding light on identity politics, race,
sexuality, and gender in Cuba and the Americas, Cuban Underground Hip Hop is
a valuable case study of a social movement that is a part of Cuba’s longer
historical process of decolonization.
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In the wake of the 1959 Cuban Revolution, a key state ideology developed: racism was a systemic cultural
issue that ceased to exist after the Revolution, and any racism that did persist was a result of contained cases
of individual prejudice perpetuated by US influence. Even after the state officially pronounced the end of
racism within its borders, social inequalities tied to racism, sexism, and homophobia endured, and, during the
economic liberalization of the 1990s, widespread economic disparities began to reemerge.

Cuban Underground Hip Hop focuses on a group of self-described antiracist, revolutionary youth who
initiated a social movement (1996–2006) to educate and fight against these inequalities through the use of
arts-based political activism intended to spur debate and enact social change. Their “revolution” was
manifest in altering individual and collective consciousness by critiquing nearly all aspects of social and
economic life tied to colonial legacies. Using over a decade of research and interviews with those directly
involved, Tanya L. Saunders traces the history of the movement from its inception and the national and
international debates that it spawned to the exodus of these activists/artists from Cuba and the creative
vacuum they left behind. Shedding light on identity politics, race, sexuality, and gender in Cuba and the
Americas, Cuban Underground Hip Hop is a valuable case study of a social movement that is a part of
Cuba’s longer historical process of decolonization.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This study is a must for any scholar on race, feminism, social movements, music, and, of course, Cuba."
(Choice 2016-06-01)

"Saunders has amassed a fascinating archive of the Cuban Underground Hip Hop Movement from its
beginnings in the late 1990s up through 2006. Her significant achievement is that she has produced a truly
intersectional analysis that is attuned to the interrelationship of race, gender, class, and sexuality." (Aisha S.
Durham, Assistant Professor of Communication, University of South Florida, author of Home with Hip Hop
Feminism: Performances in Communication and Culture, and coeditor of Home Girls Make Some Noise:
Hip-Hop Feminism Anthology)

Review
"Saunders has amassed a fascinating archive of the Cuban Underground Hip Hop Movement from its
beginnings in the late 1990s up through 2006. Her significant achievement is that she has produced a truly
intersectional analysis that is attuned to the interrelationship of race, gender, class, and sexuality." (

Aisha S. Durham, Assistant Professor of Communication, University of South Florida, author of Home with
Hip Hop Feminism: Performances in Communication and Culture, and coeditor of Home Girls Make Some
Noise: Hip-Hop Feminism Anthology

)

About the Author
Tanya L. Saunders is an assistant professor in the Department of African American and African Studies at
the Ohio State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Blum:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book Cuban Underground Hip Hop: Black Thoughts, Black Revolution, Black
Modernity (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.



Ann Birdsell:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Cuban Underground Hip Hop: Black Thoughts, Black Revolution, Black Modernity (Latin
American and Caribbean Arts and Culture).

Alissa Sowell:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those publications have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the book
Cuban Underground Hip Hop: Black Thoughts, Black Revolution, Black Modernity (Latin American and
Caribbean Arts and Culture) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get
creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Cuban Underground Hip Hop: Black Thoughts, Black
Revolution, Black Modernity (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture). You can more pleasing than
now.

Justin Tapscott:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Cuban Underground Hip Hop: Black
Thoughts, Black Revolution, Black Modernity (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture) to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you similar
to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book
and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside
that the e-book Cuban Underground Hip Hop: Black Thoughts, Black Revolution, Black Modernity (Latin
American and Caribbean Arts and Culture) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of this time.
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