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"A" was the architectura letterform of leisure building in postwar America.
Eager to stake out mountain and lakeside retreats, an entire generation of high-
end homebuilders and weekend handymen found the A-frame an easy and
affordable home to construct; its steeply sloping triangular roof distinctive and
easy to maintain )almost no exterior wallsto paint!). Fueled by A-frame plans
and kits, the style became something of a national craze, with tens of thousands
of houses built.

Indeed, the A-frame was an icon for recreation, and acceptable form of
modernism (although its origins go back thousands of years), and a convenient
tool for marketing a wide range of products, including gas-powered toilets,
motorcycles, and canned vegetables; Fisher-Price even made one for children. So
popular on the domestic front, the A-frame was eventually adapted to other
building types, from roadside restaurants to churches.

In afascinating look at this architectural phenomenon, Chad Randl tells the story
of the "triangl€" house from prehistoric Japan to its lifestyle-changing heyday in
the 1960s. Part architectural history and part cultural exploration, A-Frame
documents every aspect of A-frame living using cartoons, ads, high-style and do-
it-yourself examples, family snapshots, and even an appendix with a complete set
of blueprintsin case you want to build your own!
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"A" was the architectural letterform of leisure building in postwar America. Eager to stake out mountain and
lakeside retreats, an entire generation of high-end homebuilders and weekend handymen found the A-frame
an easy and affordable home to construct; its steeply sloping triangular roof distinctive and easy to maintain
)amost no exterior wallsto paint!). Fueled by A-frame plans and kits, the style became something of a
national craze, with tens of thousands of houses built.

Indeed, the A-frame was an icon for recreation, and acceptable form of modernism (although its origins go
back thousands of years), and a convenient tool for marketing a wide range of products, including gas-
powered toilets, motorcycles, and canned vegetables; Fisher-Price even made one for children. So popular on
the domestic front, the A-frame was eventually adapted to other building types, from roadside restaurants to
churches.

In afascinating look at this architectural phenomenon, Chad Randl tells the story of the "triangl€" house
from prehistoric Japan to its lifestyle-changing heyday in the 1960s. Part architectural history and part
cultura exploration, A-Frame documents every aspect of A-frame living using cartoons, ads, high-style and
do-it-yourself examples, family snapshots, and even an appendix with a complete set of blueprintsin case
you want to build your own!
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

A-frame architecture was a jaunty symbol of the good life in postwar, mid-century America-easily built and
architecturally distinctive, tens of thousands of these triangular-silhouetted residences popped up in vacation
sites all over the country. In this prettily designed volume, Randl gives the A-frame movement some context,
beginning with its architectural antecedents, and then outlining the A-frame’s populist birth, which started
with D.1.Y. building kits such as Campbell & Wong's Leisure House and Free-Time Homes. (Randl also
discusses A-frames made by well-known architects like George Rockrise.) The book’s main strength isits
easy dexterity; Randl is as comfortabl e describing the mechanics of A-frame design (plywood and two-by-
sixes dictated angular lines), as he is analyzing the social circumstances (rising wages, increased leisure
time) that sped their popularity. It'sin the latter category where the book really takes off, showing the A-
frames’ increasing popularity, aswell astheir expansion in use, from motels to restaurants to churches:
"During the 1960s, the A-frame passed from object to idea." Sectionslike "A-framesin ads' show how
home-furni shings manufacturers made use of A-frames to advance their own sales prospects, thus gelling the
A-frame as a certified economic success, as well as a pop culture coup. To illustrate the wide influence of the
architectural genre, Randl even includes a photograph of Fisher-Price’' stoy A-frame house. It's such careful
research that earnsthistitlean A. 150 color & 75 b/w illus.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author
Chad Randl is an architectural historian working at the National Park Service. Heresidesin Takoma Park,
Maryland.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Mayer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled A-frame. Try to face the book A-frame as your buddy. It
means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you alot more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Benjamin Hoffman:

A-frame can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving hisher effort that will put every word
into delight arrangement in writing A-frame but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.



Annie Smith:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and A-frame or even others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes A-frame to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jerry Orosco:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled
update of news. Within this modern eralike at this point, many waysto get information are available for
anyone. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the A-frame when you essential it?
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