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Drawing on abroad concept of desire, informed by poststructuralist theorists this
book examines the range of Hardy's work. It demonstrates the sustained nature of
his thinking about desire, its relationship to the social and symbolic network in
which human subjectivity is constituted and art's potential to offer fulfilment to
the desiring subject.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Jane Thomas has provided us with the most thoroughgoing study of Hardy and desire since J. Hillis Miller's
four decades ago, and offers awonderfully panoramic approach to the subject. Thomas uses Lacan, Butler
and other thinkers, always in an approachable manner, to meditate on the fleeting, obscure and unstable
nature of desirein Hardy's texts, extracting a surprising range of reference - from the impossibility of
nostalgia to the sharpness of desire across class divisions; from the pleasures of cross-dressing to Sapphic
desire seen as akind of utopian space. The study ranges with assurance across Hardy's corpus, and is
illuminating on both the major and minor novels and the poetry." Professor Tim Armstrong, Royal
Holloway, University of London, UK

"Thomas's finely articulated chapters serves to take the argument forward, with exemplary attention to
textual evidence and an impressive grasp of ideas.. . . thisis abook which makes a notable contribution to
Hardy studies and one whose argument will doubtless generate further fruitful debate.” Hardy Journal

"In offering a persuasive analysis of Hardy's art as an exercise and expression of (often frustrated or foiled)
desire, Jane Thomas has made an outstanding contribution to Hardy studies." J. B. Bullen, Victorian Studies

About the Author

JANE THOMAS is Senior Lecturer in English at the University of Hull, UK, and has published widely on
Thomas Hardy, Victorian Literature, art and scul pture and contemporary women writers. Her publications
include Thomas Hardy, Femininity and Dissent: Reassessing the 'Minor' Novels and editions of The Well-
Beloved and Hardy's shorter fiction.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jesse Linder:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Thomas Hardy and Desire: Conceptions
of the Self will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Christine Wormley:

The book Thomas Hardy and Desire: Conceptions of the Self can give more knowledge and a so the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book
Thomas Hardy and Desire: Conceptions of the Self? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But



one aim that book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all
of these. Book Thomas Hardy and Desire: Conceptions of the Self has simple shape but you know: it has
great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and read aguide. Soitis
very wonderful.

Stanley Torres:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not involve peopleto be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specialy this Thomas Hardy and Desire:
Conceptions of the Self book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the detailsin this
book hundred per cent guarantees thereis no doubt in it everbody knows.

Charles Shrader:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Thomas Hardy and
Desire: Conceptions of the Self that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you can pick Thomas Hardy and Desire: Conceptions of the Self become your
own personal starter.
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