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Sefer ha-Zohar, "The Book of Radiance," has amazed and overwhelmed readers
ever since it emerged mysteriously in medieval Spain toward the end of the
thirteenth century. Written in a unigue Aramaic, this masterpiece of Kabbalah
exceeds the dimensions of anormal book; it isvirtually a body of literature,
comprising over twenty discrete sections. The bulk of the Zohar consists of a
running commentary on the Torah, from Genesis through Deuteronomy. This
tranglation begins and focuses here in what are projected to be ten volumes. Two
subsequent volumes will cover other, shorter sections. The Zohar's commentary
is composed in the form of amystical novel. The hero is Rabbi Shim'on son of
Yohai, asaintly disciple of Rabbi Akivawho lived in the second century in the
land of Isragl. In the Zohar, Rabbi Shim'on and his companions wander through
the hills of Galilee, discovering and sharing secrets of Torah. On one level,
biblical figures such as Abraham and Sarah are the main characters, and the
mystical companions interpret their words, actions, and personalities. On a
deeper level, the text of the Bible is simply the starting point, a springboard for
the imagination. For example, when God commands Abraham, Lekh Iekha, Go
forth... to the land that | will show you (Genesis 12:1), Rabbi El'azar ignores
idiomatic usage and insists on reading the words more literally than they were
intended, hyperliterally: Lekh lekha, Go to yourself! Search deep within to
discover your true self. At times, the companions themselves become the main
characters, and we read about their dramatic mystical sessions with Rabbi
Shim'on or their adventures on the road, for example, an encounter with a
cantankerous old donkey driver who turns out to be a master of wisdom in
disguise. Ultimately, the plot of the Zohar focuses on the ten sefirot, the various
stages of God'sinner life, aspects of divine personality, both feminine and
masculine. By penetrating the literal surface of the Torah, the mystical
commentators transform the biblical narrative into a biography of God. The
entire Torah is read as one continuous divine name, expressing divine being.
Even aseemingly insignificant verse can reveal the inner dynamics of the
sefirot?how God feels, responds and acts, how She and He (the divine feminine
and masculine) relate intimately with each other and with the world.
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Sefer ha-Zohar, "The Book of Radiance," has amazed and overwhelmed readers ever since it emerged
mysteriously in medieval Spain toward the end of the thirteenth century. Written in a unique Aramaic, this
masterpiece of Kabbalah exceeds the dimensions of a normal book; it isvirtually abody of literature,
comprising over twenty discrete sections. The bulk of the Zohar consists of a running commentary on the
Torah, from Genesis through Deuteronomy. This translation begins and focuses here in what are projected to
be ten volumes. Two subsequent volumes will cover other, shorter sections. The Zohar's commentary is
composed in the form of amystical novel. The hero is Rabbi Shim'on son of Yohai, a saintly disciple of
Rabbi Akivawho lived in the second century in the land of Israel. In the Zohar, Rabbi Shim'on and his
companions wander through the hills of Galilee, discovering and sharing secrets of Torah. On one level,
biblical figures such as Abraham and Sarah are the main characters, and the mystical companions interpret
their words, actions, and personalities. On adeeper level, the text of the Bible is simply the starting point, a
springboard for the imagination. For example, when God commands Abraham, Lekh lekha, Go forth... to the
land that | will show you (Genesis 12:1), Rabbi El'azar ignores idiomatic usage and insists on reading the
words more literally than they were intended, hyperliterally: Lekh lekha, Go to yourselfl Search deep within
to discover your true self. At times, the companions themselves become the main characters, and we read
about their dramatic mystical sessions with Rabbi Shim'on or their adventures on the road, for example, an
encounter with a cantankerous old donkey driver who turns out to be a master of wisdom in disguise.
Ultimately, the plot of the Zohar focuses on the ten sefirot, the various stages of God's inner life, aspects of
divine personality, both feminine and masculine. By penetrating the literal surface of the Torah, the mystical
commentators transform the biblical narrative into a biography of God. The entire Torah is read as one
continuous divine name, expressing divine being. Even a seemingly insignificant verse can reveal the inner
dynamics of the sefirot?how God feels, responds and acts, how She and He (the divine feminine and
masculine) relate intimately with each other and with the world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"While translation may be an art, it can also be genuine scholarship of the highest order. . . . Restoring the
Zohar to our comprehension, these volumes are amonumental contribution to the history of Jewish
thought." ?K oret Jewish Book Award,Philosophy and Thought, 2003-2004,The Zohar: Pritzker Edition,
Volumes| and Il

"A powerfully poetic rendition of this spiritual masterpiece. . . . Matt's new Zohar isaclassic aready inits
first two volumes. The edition alone, or the trandation alone, or the commentary alone would be a major
contribution. The whole is awork of art."2Journal of the American Academy of Religion

"More than atranglation, this projected twelve-volume Pritzker edition amounts to an encyclopedia of the
Zohar and is set to become one of the single most important contributions to the topic in the English-
speaking world." (Times Literary Supplement)

"This sensitive commentary and translation of the classic text of Kabbalah is of foundational importance for
an understanding of "Jewish mysticism.™ (Jewish Book World)

From the Back Cover

“This sensitive commentary and tranglation of the classic text of Kabbalah is of foundational importance for
an understanding of “ Jewish mysticism.””—Jewish Book World

“While trand ation may be an art, it can also be genuine scholarship of the highest order. . . . Restoring the
Zohar to our comprehension, these volumes are a monumental contribution to the history of Jewish thought.”
—Koret Jewish Book Award,

Philosophy and Thought, 2003-2004,

The Zohar: Pritzker Edition, Volumes| and |1

About the Author

Daniel Matt iswidely thought to be the best translator of the Zohar into English. His works include Zohar,
The Book of Enlightenment (Paulist Press, 1983)7?a selection of Zohar passages presented in English?and
The Essential Kabbalah: The Heart of Jewish Mysticism (Harper San Francisco, 1995). Dr. Matt has recently
returned to the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, after a period of work in Jerusalem.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Geor gette Tang:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for awhile isreading.

Y ep, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Zohar: Pritzker Edition, Vol. 2 book as
starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.



Mary Ransom:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of new information.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Zohar: Pritzker Edition, Vol. 2, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book.

Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Gordon Lipsky:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The Zohar: Pritzker Edition, Vol. 2 this publication consist alot of the
information from the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research
when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book ideal all of you.

Joseph Langley:

Y ou may get this The Zohar: Pritzker Edition, Vol. 2 by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solveissueif you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern eralike now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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