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New York Times and USA Today Bestseller!

"Absorbing and arresting." —New York Times

"Fascinating and factual." —Los Angeles Times

"Chilly, witty, and completely engrossing ... great, good fun." — Kirkus Reviews

"An outstanding historical novel of 17th–century France ... based on a real–life
scandal known as the Affaire des Poisons, this tale is riveting from start to
finish." —Library Journal

For a handful of gold, Madame de Morville will read your future in a glass of
swirling water. You'll believe her, because you know she's more than 150 years
old and a witch, and she has all of Paris in the palm of her hand. But Madame de
Morville hides more behind her black robes than you know. Her real age, the
mother and uncle who left her for dead, the inner workings of the most secret
society of Parisian witches: none of these truths would help her outwit the rich
who so desperately want the promise of the future. After all, it's her own future
she must control , no matter how much it is painted with uncertainty and clouded
by vengeance.

"Take a full cup of wit, two teaspoons of brimstone, and a dash of poison, and
you have Judith Merkle Riley's mordant, compelling tale of an ambitious young
woman who disguises herself as an ancient prophetess in order to gain entry into
the dangerous, scheming glamour of the Sun King's court. Based on scandalous
true events, The Oracle Glass brims with our human foibles, passions, and
eccentricities; it's a classic of the genre and unlike any historical novel you have
ever read." —C. W. Gortner, author of The Confessions of Catherine de Medici
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"An outstanding historical novel of 17th–century France ... based on a real–life scandal known as the Affaire
des Poisons, this tale is riveting from start to finish." —Library Journal

For a handful of gold, Madame de Morville will read your future in a glass of swirling water. You'll believe
her, because you know she's more than 150 years old and a witch, and she has all of Paris in the palm of her
hand. But Madame de Morville hides more behind her black robes than you know. Her real age, the mother
and uncle who left her for dead, the inner workings of the most secret society of Parisian witches: none of
these truths would help her outwit the rich who so desperately want the promise of the future. After all, it's
her own future she must control , no matter how much it is painted with uncertainty and clouded by
vengeance.

"Take a full cup of wit, two teaspoons of brimstone, and a dash of poison, and you have Judith Merkle
Riley's mordant, compelling tale of an ambitious young woman who disguises herself as an ancient
prophetess in order to gain entry into the dangerous, scheming glamour of the Sun King's court. Based on
scandalous true events, The Oracle Glass brims with our human foibles, passions, and eccentricities; it's a
classic of the genre and unlike any historical novel you have ever read." —C. W. Gortner, author of The
Confessions of Catherine de Medici
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
From the author of In Pursuit of the Green Lion comes a novel set in 17th-century Paris and Versailles,
tinged with the occult and a feminist sensibility. The younger daughter of a loveless marriage between a
scholar and a woman of high breeding, Genevieve Pasquier appears to have few prospects, since she was
born with a deformed leg. Taught Latin by her father, however, she has a keen intelligence that stands her in
good stead when, after leaving home as a teenager, she is adopted by a wealthy fortune-teller as her protegee.
Genevieve has the gift of seeing the future in water, a talent that Catherine Montvoison, a real-life figure
who was both a seer and an undercover abortionist to the aristocracy, quickly exploits. Played out against the
background of Louis XIV's court, the narrative offers ample glances into the lives of the nobility, as well as
intrigue and a love triangle involving Genevieve, an outlaw and a society playwright. Unfortunately, the
author's impressive knowledge of the time is offset by wooden characterization and predictable plotting, and
her story never quite breaks the bounds of competent genre fiction. Toward the climax, scenes of torture,
witch-hunts and executions will satisfy those who like their historical fiction laced with a touch of horror; for
readers who enjoy an exotic setting with a celebrity slant, the novel offers an intriguing vacation read.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-Genevieve Pasquier is an educated, skinny, crooked-backed 15-year-old when her beloved father dies.
After her uncle rapes her, she runs away, desiring only to end her pain by drowning herself. Instead, she is
taken in by La Voisin, a wealthy fortune-teller, abortionist, and chemist who rules the seamier side of 17th-
century Paris. La Voisin sets her up in her own business disguised as "Madame de Morville," an 150-year-
old seeress who interprets images that appear in an oracle glass. This profitable venture throws young
Genevieve into a world of court intrigue, political back-stabbing, demonology, and revenge, and she
discovers that she enjoys the independence denied to most women of the time. When she is invited to the
palace to read the waters for Louis XIV, she slides from favor and is suspected of participating in a
poisoning ring. In a desperate race against time, she must rely on her own wits and on a man she loves to
save herself. Mature YAs will relish her development from a weak and naive child to a witty and powerful
woman who manipulates degenerate, superstitious Parisian society to her own advantage.
Susan R. Farber, Chappaqua Library, NY
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Once again Riley (Vision of Light, LJ 10/ 15/90; In Pursuit of the Green Lion, LJ 1/ 89) has written an
outstanding historical novel of 17th-century France, permeated by a feminist consciousness that enlivens her
work without dominating it. Genevieve Pasquier, the ugly, scholarly daughter of a financier who fell along
with Nicholas Fouquet, is beloved by her father but no one else; when he dies she is imprisoned by selfish
relatives convinced that she has access to a secret fortune. Escaping, she is saved from suicide by a notorious
occultist and her secret organization. They transform her into the Marquise de Morville, whose mystery and
fortune-telling gifts capture the attention of members of the Sun King's court. Based on a real-life scandal
known as the "Affaire des Poisons," this tale is riveting from start to finish. [Literary Guild selection.]-
Cynthia Johnson, Cary Memorial Lib., Lexington, Mass.
--Cynthia Johnson, Cary Memorial Lib., Lexington, Mass.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Chad Brown:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Oracle Glass as your daily resource information.

Edna Kissel:

The actual book The Oracle Glass has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write
this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Irma Chavez:

This The Oracle Glass is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Oracle Glass in your
hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Charlotte Lee:

The book untitled The Oracle Glass contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with
easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.
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