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In a philosophical erotic narrative, an essay on poetry, and in poems Georges
Bataille pursues his guiding concept, the impossible. The narrator engages in a
journey, one reminiscent of the Grail quest; failing, he experiences truth. He
describes a movement toward a disappearing object, the same elusive object that
moved Theresa of Avila and Catherine of Siena to ecstasy.

"Humanity is faced with a double perspective: in one direction, violent pleasure,
horror and death – precisely the perspective of poetry – and in the opposite
direction, that of science or the real world of utility. Only the useful, the real,
have a serious character. We are never within our rights in preferring seduction to
it: truth has rights over us. Indeed it has every right. And yet we can, and indeed
we must respond to something which, not being God, is stronger than every right,
that impossible to which we accede only by forgetting the truth of all these
rights." —Georges Bataille

Georges Bataille (1897-1962) was a French intellectual and literary icon who
wrote essays, novels, and poems exploring philosophical and sociological
subjects such as eroticism and surrealism. City Lights published more of
Bataille's works including Erotism, The Tears of Eros, and Story of the Eye.
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concept, the impossible. The narrator engages in a journey, one reminiscent of the Grail quest; failing, he
experiences truth. He describes a movement toward a disappearing object, the same elusive object that
moved Theresa of Avila and Catherine of Siena to ecstasy.

"Humanity is faced with a double perspective: in one direction, violent pleasure, horror and death – precisely
the perspective of poetry – and in the opposite direction, that of science or the real world of utility. Only the
useful, the real, have a serious character. We are never within our rights in preferring seduction to it: truth
has rights over us. Indeed it has every right. And yet we can, and indeed we must respond to something
which, not being God, is stronger than every right, that impossible to which we accede only by forgetting the
truth of all these rights." —Georges Bataille

Georges Bataille (1897-1962) was a French intellectual and literary icon who wrote essays, novels, and
poems exploring philosophical and sociological subjects such as eroticism and surrealism. City Lights
published more of Bataille's works including Erotism, The Tears of Eros, and Story of the Eye.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

The book The Impossible can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave a very important thing like a book The Impossible? A number of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book The Impossible has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Harriet Blum:

The e-book with title The Impossible has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Ronda Hagerty:

Beside this particular The Impossible in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have The Impossible because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but
you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Henry Perry:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Impossible can be the solution, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new



era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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