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More than fifty short essays centered on specific writers and literary trends create
an engaging and easily digestible history of Chinese literature from the Qing
period (1895–1911) to today. The essays in this volume can be read sequentially
for a chronological account or separately in conjunction with reading the literary
works in Chinese or English-language translation. Each entry features author
names and titles, as well as key terms and references, in English and in Chinese
characters for readers who know or are learning Chinese, and each concludes
with a bibliography of relevant primary and secondary sources.

The volume opens with eight thematic essays addressing general issues in the
study of Chinese literature: the ethics of writing a literary history, the formation
of the canon, the relationship between language and form, the influence of
literary institutions and communities, the effects of censorship, and the role of
different media on the development of literature. Subsequent essays focus on
authors, their works, and their schools, with entries on Wang Anyi, Eileen
Chang, Shen Congwen, Yu Dafu, Mao Dun, Xiao Hong, Yang Jiang, Ba Jin, Yan
Lianke, Ding Ling, Liang Qichao, Lao She, Wang Shuo, Zhu Tianwen, Zhu
Tianxin, Xi Xi, Gao Xingjian, Lu Xun, Mo Yan, and Qian Zhongshu. Woven
throughout are more general pieces on late Qing fiction, popular entertainment
fiction, martial arts fiction, experimental theater, post-Mao avant-garde poetry in
China, post–martial law fiction from Taiwan, contemporary genre fiction from
China, and recent Internet literature, among other topics. Both a teaching tool and
a go-to research companion, this volume is a one-of-a-kind resource for
mastering modern literature in the Chinese-speaking world.
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fiction, popular entertainment fiction, martial arts fiction, experimental theater, post-Mao avant-garde poetry
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Editorial Review

Review
The Columbia Companion to Modern Chinese Literature addresses a range of issues crucial to our
understanding of modern Chinese literary culture, from the birth of new fiction to the advent of Internet
writing and from the vitality of cultural production to the vigor of political intervention. In this volume,
Chinese literature appears to be a most powerful institution that inscribes, and sometimes even prescribes,
the history of modern China. (David Der-wei Wang, Harvard University)

The Columbia Companion to Modern Chinese Literature is a dynamite collection of short, smart essays
written by many of the leading scholars in the field. It is not only a useful source but also a good read that
brings alive the cultural complexity behind the many passionate debates surrounding modern literature in
China. (Wendy Larson, University of Oregon)

The Columbia Companion to Modern Chinese Literature is as close to an all-purpose work as we are likely
to have. A broad-based introduction to the literary offerings and studies of modern Chinese literature for
newcomers; a reference work for specialists; and a showcase for the best veteran and young scholars in the
field. An indispensable tool. (Howard Goldblatt, coeditor of The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese
Literature)

The field of modern Chinese literature has grown immensely in recent decades. Only collaboration among
many scholars can encompass it. The Columbia Companion to Modern Chinese Literature does this, but it is
much more than a reference book. It is a kaleidoscope of deft and charming essays that provide insight as
well as background for students at all levels. The book will be invaluable in teaching. (Perry Link, University
of California, Riverside)

The Columbia Companion is a very stimulating guide to modern Chinese literature. More than that, it is a
landmark work.... No other single volume has presented this range of literature and this level of critical
introduction. Whether as teachers or as research scholars, we should not overlook this contribution to our
field. (Edward Mansfield Gunn Modern Chinese Literature and Culture)

About the Author
Kirk A. Denton is professor of Chinese literature at the Ohio State University. His edited books include
Modern Chinese Literary Thought: Writings on Literature, 1893–1945 (1996) and Literary Societies of
Republican China (2008). He is author of The Problematic of Self in Modern Chinese Literature: Hu Feng
and Lu Ling (1998) and Exhibiting the Past: Historical Memory and the Politics of Museums in Postsocialist
China (2014). Denton is also editor of the journal Modern Chinese Literature and Culture and manager of
the MCLC Resource Center (u.osu.edu/mclc/).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Sylvester:

This The Columbia Companion to Modern Chinese Literature are usually reliable for you who want to



become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Columbia Companion to Modern Chinese
Literature can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed you with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this The Columbia Companion to Modern Chinese Literature giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

James Walton:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Columbia Companion to Modern Chinese Literature
can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Laura Bradberry:

The Columbia Companion to Modern Chinese Literature can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Columbia
Companion to Modern Chinese Literature although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Lisa Phelps:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve The Columbia Companion to Modern Chinese Literature was
filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book you wanted.
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