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Theformer child star—best known as Willis Jackson on Diff’rent
Strokes—shar es the shocking but inspirational details of his struggles with
addiction, brusheswith the law, and fier ce fight to carve a path through the
darkness and find histrueidentity.

For Todd Bridges early stardom was no protection from painful childhood events
that paved the road to his own personal hell. One of the first African-American
child actors on shows like Little House on the Prairie, The Waltons, and Roots,
Bridges burst to the national forefront on the hit sitcom Diff' rent Strokes as the
subject of the popular catchphrase, "What’ chu Talkin About Willis?' When the
show ended, Bridges was overwhelmed by the off-camera traumas he had faced.
Turning to drugs as an escape, he soon lost control.

Now, for the first time, Bridges opens up about his life before and after Diff rent
Srokes: the incredible reversal s of fortune brought on by fame and the
precipitous—and very public—descent that followed; the persecution from
police; the drug addiction that nearly consumed him; the criminal charges that
almost earned him alife sentence; and his successful legal defense led by Johnnie
Cochran. Through it all, Bridges never relented in his quest to fight hisway back
from the abyss, establish his own identity—separate from Willis Jackson—and
offer his ordeal as a positive example for those struggling to overcome similar
challenges. His triumphant story of recovery and redemption is recounted here as
well.

Todd Bridges has lived alife of remarkable twists and turns—from the greatest

heights to the lowest lows imaginable. In this shocking but ultimately hopeful
memoir, he proves that what he was really talking about was survival.
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Theformer child star—best known as Willis Jackson on Diff’rent Strokes—shar es the shocking but
inspirational details of his struggles with addiction, brusheswith the law, and fiercefight to carve a
path through the darkness and find histrueidentity.

For Todd Bridges early stardom was no protection from painful childhood events that paved the road to his
own personal hell. One of the first African-American child actors on shows like Little House on the Prairie,
The Waltons, and Roots, Bridges burst to the national forefront on the hit sitcom Diff’ rent Strokes as the
subject of the popular catchphrase, "What' chu Talkin About Willis?' When the show ended, Bridges was
overwhelmed by the off-camera traumas he had faced. Turning to drugs as an escape, he soon lost control.

Now, for the first time, Bridges opens up about his life before and after Diff' rent Srokes: the incredible
reversals of fortune brought on by fame and the precipitous—and very public—descent that followed; the
persecution from police; the drug addiction that nearly consumed him; the criminal charges that almost
earned him alife sentence; and his successful legal defense led by Johnnie Cochran. Through it al, Bridges
never relented in his quest to fight his way back from the abyss, establish his own identity—separate from
Willis Jackson—and offer his ordeal as a positive example for those struggling to overcome similar
challenges. His triumphant story of recovery and redemption is recounted here as well.

Todd Bridges has lived alife of remarkabl e twists and turns—from the greatest heights to the lowest lows
imaginable. In this shocking but ultimately hopeful memoir, he proves that what he was really talking about
was survival.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Todd Bridges was born in San Francisco, Californiain 1965. He became the first African-American child
actor to have arecurring role on a successful TV series, The Waltons. He also appeared on Little House on
the Prairie, and in the landmark miniseries Roots. He was aregular on the Barney Miller spinoff Fish, before
landing his best-known role as Willis on Diff'rent Srokes.

Bridges has a brother and sister who are both actors, Jmmy Bridges and Verda Bridges. His father, James
Bridges, Sr., became one of the first prominent black Hollywood agents, while his mother, Betty A. Bridges,
was also an actress and later became one of Hollywood's greatest managers and acting coaches.

Today, Todd is aworking actor, director, and producer and he and his brother James Jr., have partnered to
establish their own production company, Little Bridge Productions. Todd is married and has a son, Spencir,
and a daughter, Bo.

Sarah Tomlinson is aLos Angeles— and Brooklyn-based writer. Her writing has appeared in publications
including Marie Claire, the Los Angeles Times, The Boston Globe, Salon.com, and Vol 1Brooklyn.com. She
has ghostwritten nine books, including two uncredited New York Times bestsellers. Visit her online at
SarahTomlinson.com and follow her alter ego, Duchess of Rock (@DuchessofRock), on Twitter.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bruce Jones:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Killing Willis: From Diff'rent Strokes to the Mean Streetsto the Life
I Always Wanted. Try to face the book Killing Willis. From Diff'rent Strokes to the Mean Streetsto the Life
| Always Wanted as your buddy. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jerome Chisolm:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Killing Willis: From Diff'rent
Strokes to the Mean Streetsto the Life | Always Wanted that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for al of you who wantsto be
success person. So, for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick



Killing Willis: From Diff'rent Strokes to the Mean Streetsto the Life | Always Wanted become your own
Starter.

Gerald Sosa:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou
can view that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is Killing Willis: From Diff'rent Strokes to the Mean Streets to the Life | Always Wanted this
e-book consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.

Lily Spivey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of habby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them isthis Killing Willis: From Diff'rent Strokes to
the Mean Streets to the Life | Always Wanted.
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