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?lgniting the Internet is one of the first books to examine in depth the
development and consegquences of Internet-born politics in the twenty-first
century. It takes up the new wave of South Korean youth activism that originated
online in 2002, when the country’s dynamic cyberspace transformed a vehicular
accident involving two U.S. servicemen into a national furor that compelled
many Koreans to reexamine the fifty-year relationship between the two countries.
Responding to the accident, which ended in the deaths of two high school
students, technologically savvy youth went online to organize demonstrations
that grew into nightly rallies across the nation. I nternet-born, youth-driven mass
protest has since become a familiar and effective repertoire for activism in South
Korea, even astherest of the world has struggled to find its feet with this
emerging model of poalitical involvement.

Igniting the Internet focuses on the cultural dynamics that have alowed the
Internet to bring issues rapidly to public attention and exert influence on both
domestic and international politics. The author combines a robust analysis of
online communities with nuanced interview datato theorize a*“ cultura ignition
process’—the mechanisms and implications for popular politicsin volatile
Internet-driven activism—in South Korea and beyond. She offers a unique
perspective on how local actors experience and remember the cultural dynamics
of Internet-born activism and how these experiences shape the political identities
of ageneration who has essentially come of age in cyberspace, the so-called
digital natives or millennials.

South Korea s debates on the nature of youth-driven Internet protest reverberated
around the world following the events in Tahrir Square in 2010 and Zuccotti Park
in 2011. Igniting the Internetoffers numerous points of comparison with
countries following a path of technological development and urban youth
formation similar to that of South Korea with athorough consideration of general
structura changes and locally specific triggers for Internet activism. Readers
interested in social movement theory and new mediain social context aswell as
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students and scholars of Korean studies will find the work both far-reaching and
insightful.
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?lgniting the Internet is one of the first books to examine in depth the development and consequences of
Internet-born politics in the twenty-first century. It takes up the new wave of South Korean youth activism
that originated online in 2002, when the country’ s dynamic cyberspace transformed a vehicular accident
involving two U.S. servicemen into a national furor that compelled many Koreans to reexamine the fifty-year
relationship between the two countries. Responding to the accident, which ended in the deaths of two high
school students, technologically savvy youth went online to organize demonstrations that grew into nightly
rallies across the nation. Internet-born, youth-driven mass protest has since become afamiliar and effective
repertoire for activism in South Korea, even as the rest of the world has struggled to find its feet with this
emerging model of political involvement.

Igniting the Internet focuses on the cultural dynamics that have allowed the Internet to bring issues rapidly to
public attention and exert influence on both domestic and international palitics. The author combines a
robust analysis of online communities with nuanced interview data to theorize a*“ cultural ignition
process’—the mechanisms and implications for popular politicsin volatile Internet-driven activism—in
South Korea and beyond. She offers a unique perspective on how local actors experience and remember the
cultural dynamics of Internet-born activism and how these experiences shape the political identities of a
generation who has essentially come of age in cyberspace, the so-called digital natives or millennials.

South Korea s debates on the nature of youth-driven Internet protest reverberated around the world following
the eventsin Tahrir Square in 2010 and Zuccotti Park in 2011. Igniting the Internetoffers numerous points of
comparison with countries following a path of technological development and urban youth formation similar
to that of South Korea with athorough consideration of general structural changes and locally specific
triggers for Internet activism. Readers interested in social movement theory and new mediain social context
aswell as students and scholars of Korean studies will find the work both far-reaching and insightful.
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Editorial Review

Review
Igniting the Internet is alively, engagingly readable book of the new South Korean young peopl€’ s activism
dynamics, aforce that is shaping modern political culture. (Korean Quarterly)

Review

Igniting the Internet not only fills some glaring gaps in the history and future of Korean activism, but also
promises to guide scholarship in activism and social movements around the world. It is the only work that |
can think of that considers recent Korean youth protest comprehensively, and it does so with real insight. The
author’ s nuanced interview data bring out the heterogeneities of these social movements and, in the process,
paint an interesting, subtle portrait of Korea' s millennias. (Sam Collins, Towson University)

Thisisthefirst centrally focused work on South Korean activism of the 1990s, of a new post-authoritarian,
post-IMF neoliberal era. Without falling into the trap of technological determinism, it shows how the Internet
has become basic and transformative of youth activism?how it has afforded a new style of activism and
transcended it. (Robert Oppenheim, University of Texas at Austin)

About the Author
Jiyeon Kang is assistant professor of communication studies and Korean studies at the University of lowa.?

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Scott Roche:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are till students or that for all peoplein
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just ssimply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Igniting the
Internet: Y outh and Activism in Postauthoritarian South Korea. All type of book could you see on many
resources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Susan Dixon:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Igniting the Internet: Y outh and Activism in Postauthoritarian South
Korea book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer involving Igniting the Internet: Y outh and Activism in Postauthoritarian South Korea content
conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different available asit. So , do you nevertheless thinking Igniting the Internet: Y outh and
Activism in Postauthoritarian South Koreais not loveable to be your top record reading book?



Jesse Harrison:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can haveitin
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Igniting the Internet: Y outh and Activismin
Postauthoritarian South Korea can give you alot of pals because by you considering this one book you have
issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of astep for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize,
by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Igniting the
Internet: Y outh and Activism in Postauthoritarian South Korea.

Matthew Hood:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could aso bring usto
around the world. From the book Igniting the Internet: Y outh and Activism in Postauthoritarian South Korea
we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must love to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life
at thistime book Igniting the Internet: Y outh and Activism in Postauthoritarian South Korea. Y ou can more
attractive than now.
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