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"Lesley Bannatyne's fascinating book . . . will be widely appealing to anyone
who ever wondered where witches, trick-or-treating, and jack-o-lanterns really
came from. It is by far the best book on the history of Halloween available
today."
--Alison Guss, senior producer,"The Haunted History of Halloween," The
History Channel

"An excellent resource for research into the history of holidays . . . in the United
States
. . . Highly Recommended."
--The Book Report

"Deserves attention as a recommended library acquisition with years of 'life' to its
information."
--The Midwest Book Review

"Overflows with rich and provocative details of ritual, feasts, superstition, and
devilment."
--North Carolina Historical Review

Halloween has evolved from the Celtic celebrations of 2,000 years ago to
become today the fastest-growing holiday in the country. This, the only book to
completely cover All Hallow's Eve, from its beginnings to the present, examines
the ancient origins as well as its traditions and celebrations, from costuming to
bobbing for apples. Jack-o-lanterns, black cats, and witches are explained.
Ghosts, ghouls, and goblins lurk behind every page.

The book traces the contributions of America's immigrants to the holiday,
documenting the beliefs each ethnic group has added to the mix. Related recipes,
poems, songs, and photos perfectly complement the meticulously documented
text. The result is the most educational and entertaining examination of
Halloween, its myths, and its truths.
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witches, trick-or-treating, and jack-o-lanterns really came from. It is by far the best book on the history of
Halloween available today."
--Alison Guss, senior producer,"The Haunted History of Halloween," The History Channel

"An excellent resource for research into the history of holidays . . . in the United States
. . . Highly Recommended."
--The Book Report

"Deserves attention as a recommended library acquisition with years of 'life' to its information."
--The Midwest Book Review

"Overflows with rich and provocative details of ritual, feasts, superstition, and devilment."
--North Carolina Historical Review

Halloween has evolved from the Celtic celebrations of 2,000 years ago to become today the fastest-growing
holiday in the country. This, the only book to completely cover All Hallow's Eve, from its beginnings to the
present, examines the ancient origins as well as its traditions and celebrations, from costuming to bobbing for
apples. Jack-o-lanterns, black cats, and witches are explained. Ghosts, ghouls, and goblins lurk behind every
page.

The book traces the contributions of America's immigrants to the holiday, documenting the beliefs each
ethnic group has added to the mix. Related recipes, poems, songs, and photos perfectly complement the
meticulously documented text. The result is the most educational and entertaining examination of
Halloween, its myths, and its truths.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An excellent resource for research into the history of holidays . . . in the United States . . . Highly
Recommended." -- The Book Report

From the Back Cover

"An excellent resource for research into the history of holidays . . . in the United States . . . Highly
Recommended."
--The Book Report

"A well-documented discussion of the blending of traditions from the early days in Europe to present day
America."
--Library Talk

Halloween, the fastest-growing holiday in the country, offers a unique window on American culture. This
volume traces the history of Halloween celebrations from their earliest roots in the British Isles. It also
explores the vital influences of the ethnic, religious, and occult heritages of the diverse peoples who settled
in America.

Related recipes, poems, songs, and crafts are all included in this, the only book that reveals the whole history
of All Hallow's Eve in the United States.

One of the nation's foremost authorities on Halloween, Lesley Pratt Bannatyne has shared her vast
knowledge of the holiday in television specials for Nickelodeon and the History Channel. She is also co-
director of the Studebaker Theater.

About the Author
One of the nation's foremost authorities on Halloween, Lesley Pratt Bannatyne has shared her vast
knowledge of the holiday in television specials for Nickelodeon and the History Channel. For more than
twenty years, she also has been active in the theater. She currently is co-director of Invisible Cities Group
and co-artistic director of the Studebaker Theater. Ms. Bannatyne resides in Medford, Massachusetts, and
has been named one of Boston's 100 Interesting Women by Boston Woman magazine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Guillen:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Halloween: An
American Holiday, an American History? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion



or you have various other opinion?

Walter Feuerstein:

This book untitled Halloween: An American Holiday, an American History to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Pamela Dodge:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Halloween: An American Holiday, an American History can be fine
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Donna Feuerstein:

The reason? Because this Halloween: An American Holiday, an American History is an unordinary book that
the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
e-book store hurriedly.
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