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Color, as a means of expression, has been part of human history since handprints
were first painted on cave walls. But in order to make the shades they had
imagined, people had to unearth pigments and dyes often hidden deep within
plants, minerals, mollusks, insects, and other natural elements. They developed
complicated, dangerous, and sometimes even revolting techniques in order to
achieve deep reds, luminous yellows, and the most beautiful blues.

Archaeologist and ethnologist Anne Varichon takes the reader on a fascinating
journey that examines not only the variety and use of natural colorants—and how
to reproduce them today—but also their symbolism and mythology. From
Confucian China to medieval Europe, from the Papuans to the Inuit, she travels
across the centuries and around the world in this absorbing, and often surprising,
cultural history of the sources and meanings of color.
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Color, as a means of expression, has been part of human history since handprints were first painted on cave
walls. But in order to make the shades they had imagined, people had to unearth pigments and dyes often
hidden deep within plants, minerals, mollusks, insects, and other natural elements. They developed
complicated, dangerous, and sometimes even revolting techniques in order to achieve deep reds, luminous
yellows, and the most beautiful blues.

Archaeologist and ethnologist Anne Varichon takes the reader on a fascinating journey that examines not
only the variety and use of natural colorants—and how to reproduce them today—but also their symbolism
and mythology. From Confucian China to medieval Europe, from the Papuans to the Inuit, she travels across
the centuries and around the world in this absorbing, and often surprising, cultural history of the sources and
meanings of color.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Anne Varichon is an archaeologist and ethnologist living in France.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Sanchez:

The experience that you get from Colors: What They Mean and How to Make Them could be the more deep
you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Colors: What They Mean and How to Make Them giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Colors: What They
Mean and How to Make Them instantly.

John Householder:

Exactly why? Because this Colors: What They Mean and How to Make Them is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Charlene Stidham:

This Colors: What They Mean and How to Make Them is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Colors: What They Mean and How to Make Them in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in
it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute
right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt this?



Daryl Steele:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Colors: What They Mean and How to Make Them can
be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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