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As archaeologists peel away the jungle covering that has both obscured and
preserved the ancient Maya cities of Mexico and Central America, other scholars
have only alimited time to study and understand the sites before the jungle,
weather, and human encroachment efface them again, perhaps forever. This
urgency underlies Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City, Carolyn
Tate's comprehensive catalog and analysis of all the city's extant buildings and
sculptures.

During ayear of field work, Tate fully documented the appearance of the site as
of 1987. For each sculpture and building, she records its discovery, present
|ocation, condition, measurements, and astronomical orientation and reconstructs
its Long Counts and Julian dates from Calendar Rounds. Line drawings and
photographs provide a visual document of the art and architecture of Y axchilan.

More than mere documentation, however, the book explores the phenomenon of
art within Maya society. Tate establishes a general framework of cultural
practices, spiritual beliefs, and knowledge likely to have been shared by eighth-
century Maya people. The process of making public art is considered in relation
to other modes of aesthetic expression, such as oral tradition and ritual. Thiskind
of analysisis new in Maya studies and offers fresh insight into the function of
these magnificent cities and the powerful role public art and architecture play in
establishing cultural norms, in education in a semiliterate society, and in
developing the personal and community identities of individuals.

Several chapters cover the specifics of art and iconography at Y axchilan asa

basis for examining the creation of the city in the Late Classic period. Individual
scul ptures are attributed to the hands of single artists and workshops, thus aiding
in dating severa of the monuments. The significance of headdresses, backracks,
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and other costume elements seen on monuments is tied to specific rituals and
fashions, and influence from other sitesis traced. These analyses lead to a history
of the design of the city under the reigns of Shield Jaguar (A.D. 681-741) and
Bird Jaguar IV (A.D. 752-772).

In Tate's view, Y axchilan and other Maya cities were designed as both a theater
for ritual activities and a nexus of public art and social structures that were
crucial in defining the self within Maya society.
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As archaeol ogists peel away the jungle covering that has both obscured and preserved the ancient Maya
cities of Mexico and Central America, other scholars have only alimited time to study and understand the
sites before the jungle, weather, and human encroachment efface them again, perhaps forever. This urgency
underlies Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City, Carolyn Tate's comprehensive catalog and
analysis of all the city's extant buildings and scul ptures.

During ayear of field work, Tate fully documented the appearance of the site as of 1987. For each sculpture
and building, she records its discovery, present location, condition, measurements, and astronomical
orientation and reconstructsits Long Counts and Julian dates from Calendar Rounds. Line drawings and
photographs provide a visual document of the art and architecture of Y axchilan.

More than mere documentation, however, the book explores the phenomenon of art within Maya society.
Tate establishes a general framework of cultural practices, spiritual beliefs, and knowledge likely to have
been shared by eighth-century Maya people. The process of making public art is considered in relation to
other modes of aesthetic expression, such as oral tradition and ritual. Thiskind of analysisis new in Maya
studies and offers fresh insight into the function of these magnificent cities and the powerful role public art
and architecture play in establishing cultural norms, in education in a semiliterate society, and in developing
the personal and community identities of individuals.

Several chapters cover the specifics of art and iconography at Y axchilan as abasis for examining the creation
of the city in the Late Classic period. Individual sculptures are attributed to the hands of single artists and
workshops, thus aiding in dating several of the monuments. The significance of headdresses, backracks, and
other costume elements seen on monumentsistied to specific rituals and fashions, and influence from other
sitesistraced. These analyses lead to a history of the design of the city under the reigns of Shield Jaguar
(A.D. 681-741) and Bird Jaguar IV (A.D. 752-772).

In Tate's view, Y axchilan and other Maya cities were designed as both a theater for ritual activitiesand a
nexus of public art and social structures that were crucial in defining the self within Maya society.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Among the great urban relics of the Classic Maya period, few surpass Y axchilan in its visual expression of
the notion of ritual kingship. Tate's iconographic analysis provides convincing affirmation of this complexly
elaborated theme in the site's numerous relief-carved lintels, stelag, and atars. She also convincingly
advances the idea that these sculptures are, in turn, part of cosmically aligned ceremonial structures. Tate
develops her thesis that the monuments are an intertwined articulation of social, dynastic, and religious
functions through ethnographic evidence, archaeoastronomical calculations, hieroglyphic translation, and the
meticulous scrutiny of the works' visual elements and principal themes. While the scul pture requires
additional consideration in purely formalistic terms, Tate has made a significant beginning in formulating a
notion of the Maya aesthetic. A very important addition to advanced subject collections.

-Robert Cahn, Fashion Inst. of Technology, New York

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Art historian Carolyn Tate presents, in awell-organized and amply illustrated two-part format, a holistic
treatment of a single archaeological site—the great ancient Maya city of Y axchilan.... Thisisthe most
successful attempt to relate [art and architecture] within aMaya site that | have seen. (Ethnohistory)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marvin Murphy:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Y axchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial
City. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book Y axchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonia City. Y ou can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by just abook. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About ssimple
thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open abook or maybe searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Ashley Gibson:

Now aday people that Living in the erajust where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each datathey get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especialy this Y axchilan: The Design of aMaya
Ceremonial City book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per cent guarantees thereis no doubt in it you know.



Heather Garcia:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this

Y axchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Debra Becndl:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides.
It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is definitely

Y axchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City.
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