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Shifting Genres in Late Antiquity examines the transformations that took place in
a wide range of genres, both literary and non-literary, in this dynamic period. The
Christianisation of the Roman empire and the successor kingdoms had a
profound impact on the evolution of Greek and Roman literature, and many
aspects of this are discussed in this volume - the composition of church history,
the collection of papal letters, heresiology, homiletics and apologetic.
Contributors discuss authors such as John Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan,
Cassiodorus, Jerome, Liberatus of Carthage, Victor of Vita, and Epiphanius of
Salamis as well as the Collectio Avellana. Secular literature too, however,
underwent important changes, notably in Constantinople in the sixth century.
Several chapters accordingly reassess the work of Procopius of Caesarea and
literature of this period; attention is also given to the evolution of the chronicle
genre. Technical writing, such as military manuals and legal texts, are the focus
of other chapters; further genres considered include monody, epigraphy and
epistolography. Changes in visual representation are also considered in chapters
devoted to diptychs, monuments and coins. A common theme that emerges from
the chapters is the flexibility and adaptability of genres in the period: late antique
authors, whether orators or historians, were not slavish followers of their
classical predecessors. They were capable of engaging with their models,
adapting them to their own purposes, and producing work that deserves to be
considered on its own merits. It is necessary to examine their texts and genres
closely to grasp what they set out to do; on occasion, attention must also be paid
to the transmission of these texts. The volume as a whole represents a significant
contribution to the reassessment of late antique culture in general.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Geoffrey Greatrex is Professor in the Department of Classics and Religious Studies at the University of
Ottawa, Canada, where he has taught for twelve years. He organised the conference from which this book
stems and is a specialist in the history of the eastern Roman empire in the fifth and sixth centuries. He is the
co-author of The Chronicle of Pseudo-Zachariah Rhetor: Church and War in Late Antiquity (Liverpool,
2011) and a sub-editor for the Encyclopedia of the Roman Army (Oxford, 2014). Hugh Elton is Professor in
the Department of Ancient History and Classics at Trent University, Canada, where he has taught for seven
years. He was on the programme committee for the conference. He is a specialist in late Roman military
history and the archaeology of late Roman Anatolia. He is the author of Warfare in Roman Europe, AD 350-
425 (Oxford, 1996) and The Frontiers of the Roman Empire (London, 1996) as well as co-editor of Fifth
Century Gaul: A Question of Identity? (Cambridge, 1992) and Regionalism in Hellenistic and Roman Asia
Minor (Bordeaux, 2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pearl Sanders:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Shifting Genres in Late Antiquity. Try to make book Shifting
Genres in Late Antiquity as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Shay Price:

The book Shifting Genres in Late Antiquity give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Shifting Genres in Late
Antiquity to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and
read a guide Shifting Genres in Late Antiquity. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Whitney Martinez:

The book Shifting Genres in Late Antiquity can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Shifting Genres in Late Antiquity? A number of you



have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Shifting Genres in Late Antiquity has simple shape but you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Holt:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Shifting Genres in Late Antiquity why because the great cover that make
you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.
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