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More than a century ago, organized criminals were intrinsically involved with the
political, social, and economic life of the Chinese American community. In the
face of virulent racism and substantial linguistic and cultural differences, they
also integrated themselves successfully into the extensive underworlds and
corrupt urban politics of the Progressive Era United States. The process of
organizing crime in Chinese American communities can be attributed in part to
the larger politics that created opportunities for professional criminals. For
example, theillegal traffic in women, laborers, and opium was an unintended
consequence of "yellow peril" laws meant to provide social control over Chinese
Americans. Despite this hostile climate, Chinese professional criminals were able
to form extensive multiethnic socia networks and purchase protection and some
semblance of entrepreneurial equality from corrupt politicians, police officers,
and bureaucrats. While other Chinese Americans worked diligently to remove
racist laws and regulations, Chinatown gangsters saw opportunity for profit and
power at the expense of their own community. Academics, the media, and the
government have claimed that Chinese organized crimeis a new and emerging
threat to the United States. Focusing on events and personalities, and drawing on
intensive archival research in newspapers, police and court documents, district
attorney papers, and municipal reports, aswell as from contemporary histories
and sociological treatments, this study tests that claim against the historical
record.
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More than a century ago, organized criminals were intrinsically involved with the political, social, and
economic life of the Chinese American community. In the face of virulent racism and substantial linguistic
and cultural differences, they also integrated themselves successfully into the extensive underworlds and
corrupt urban politics of the Progressive Era United States. The process of organizing crimein Chinese
American communities can be attributed in part to the larger politics that created opportunities for
professional criminals. For example, theillegal traffic in women, laborers, and opium was an unintended
consequence of "yellow peril" laws meant to provide social control over Chinese Americans. Despite this
hostile climate, Chinese professional criminals were able to form extensive multiethnic social networks and
purchase protection and some semblance of entrepreneurial equality from corrupt politicians, police officers,
and bureaucrats. While other Chinese Americans worked diligently to remove racist laws and regulations,
Chinatown gangsters saw opportunity for profit and power at the expense of their own community.
Academics, the media, and the government have claimed that Chinese organized crime is a new and
emerging threat to the United States. Focusing on events and personalities, and drawing on intensive archival
research in newspapers, police and court documents, district attorney papers, and municipal reports, as well
as from contemporary histories and sociological treatments, this study tests that claim against the historical
record.
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Editorial Review

Review
"thisisrevisionist history at its best...a meticulously documented work of scholarship.” -- Joe Albini, author
of The American Mafia

"unprecedentedly close look at New Y ork’s Chinatown." --David Courtwright, author of Violent Land and
Forces of Habit

"Useful...recommended.” --Choice

"Mclllwain writes well...interesting and informative...engrossing and exhaustive in its detail...well
done...colorfully written." --Journal of American Ethnic History

About the Author

Jeffrey Scott Mclllwain is an associate professor in the Criminal Justice and Criminology Program and co-
director of the Graduate Program in Homeland Security at San Diego State University. He livesin LaMesa,
Cdifornia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alexandra Dickey:

The book Organizing Crime in Chinatown: Race and Racketeering in New Y ork City, 1890-1910 giveyou a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable alot more increase. Book
can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make studying a book Organizing Crime in Chinatown: Race and Racketeering in New Y ork City, 1890-
1910 to become your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about afew or al subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and read a publication
Organizing Crime in Chinatown: Race and Racketeering in New Y ork City, 1890-1910. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Earl Quintana:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possihilities will not happen within you if you take Organizing Crime in Chinatown: Race and
Racketeering in New Y ork City, 1890-1910 as your daily resource information.



Thomas Schwan:

The book untitled Organizing Crime in Chinatown: Race and Racketeering in New Y ork City, 1890-1910
contain alot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea.
The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is
easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as
well as order it. Have anice learn.

Gary Askew:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Organizing Crime in Chinatown: Race and Racketeering in New Y ork
City, 1890-1910 this e-book consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. That book
was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That iswhy this book
appropriate all of you.
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