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With humor, rage, and confessional detail, Virginie Despentes—in her own
words “more King Kong than Kate Moss”—delivers a highly charged account of
women’s lives today. She explodes common attitudes about sex and gender, and
shows how modern beauty myths are ripe for rebelling against. Using her own
experiences of rape, prostitution, and working in the porn industry as a jumping-
off point, she creates a new space for all those who can’t or won’t obey the rules.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In the newest from Despentes, author of the controversial 1991 novel Baise-Moi (and co-director of the
controversial movie adaptation), the feminist provocateur examines key questions of sexuality, male and
female roles, and her own awakening to action. Having been raped at 17, and served as unwilling confidante
to many women since Baise-Moi's publication, Despentes struggles mightily with a society that taught her,
as a woman, not to fight back against a man attempting to rape her "when that same society has taught me
that this is a crime from which I will never recover." She also, thankfully, finds some measure of relief; three
years after being attacked, she discovered feminist writer Camille Paglia, whose words first inflamed and
then emancipated her. Elsewhere in this short book, Despentes discusses sex, pornography, and prostitution.
That she spent several years as a prostitute isn't notable, Despentes says; what's notable is that she's willing
to speak about it. While Despentes wades boldly into some murky waters ("who is the victim in porn?"), she
ultimately settles on a single, low note: "femininity is the same as boot-licking-the act of servility." Coming
nearly 20 years after Baise-Moi, Despentes's manifesto feels flat and a bit in thrall to her earlier work.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"King Kong Theory is essential reading!" —Dorothy Allison, author of Bastard Out of Carolina

"King Kong Theory brings to mind Solanas’s SCUM Manifesto, Muscio’s Cunt, and Plath’s The Bell
Jar—feminist eloquence without restraint. You will love it." —Susie Bright, author of Big Sex Little Death

"Finally someone has done it! The feminist movement needs King Kong Theory now more than ever. A must
read for every sex worker, tranny, punk, queer, john, academic, pornographer—and for all those people who
dislike them too." —Annie Sprinkle

"The part that isn't sassily justifying her art, vision, and situated mode of thinking is half theoretical
expansion and half memoir—fusing it all into one book that's accessible, entertaining and chock full of
analysis of the type of -isms that can make the heart of this feminist melt. Don't get me wrong, there are
plenty of pop culture moments for those of us who need that fix, but right alongside them is the nitty-gritty
analysis that most commercially successful pop-feminism books tend to leave out. . . a risky, though
engrossing, read." —Bitch Media

"Enjoyed it thoroughly. It is an urgent and overdue assessment of gender and culture. . . . An excellent
book." —3:AM Magazine

"Part memoir, part political pamphlet, [King King Theory] is a furious condemnation of the 'servility' of
enforced femininity." —The Observer

"[Virginie Despentes] sets her sights on saving us all from the demeaning, idiotic 'icons' we're sold on a daily
basis, and she does it here in a thought-provoking and cleverly written way." —The List

About the Author



Virginie Despentes is an award-winning author and filmmaker, and a noted French feminist and cultural
critic. She is the award of many award-winning books, including Apocalypse Baby (winner of the 2010 Prix
Renaudot) and Vernon Subutex (winner of the Anaïs-Nin Prize 2015, Prix Landerneau 2015, Prix La
Coupole 2015). She also co-directed the screen adaptations of her controversial novels Baise-Moi and Bye
Bye Blondie.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pierce:

The experience that you get from King Kong Theory will be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but King Kong Theory giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind
of King Kong Theory instantly.

Charles Carey:

This book untitled King Kong Theory to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is
no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Eun Christensen:

Beside that King Kong Theory in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have King Kong Theory
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Jessica Harris:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This King Kong Theory can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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