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The Indian village of Deorala in Rajasthan, the northwestern Indian state that

borders Pakistan, is neither remote nor feudal in the strictest sense. A tarmac road

links the population of 10,000 to neighboring villages and towns, there is running

water and electricity, and the villagers have had television for more than twenty

years. On September 4, 1987, Deorala found itself in the center of a furor that

awoke age-old conflicts in Indian society. Before a crowd of several thousand

people, mostly men, a young woman dressed in her bridal finery was burned

alive on her husband’s funeral pyre. The apparent revival of an ancient tradition

opened old wounds in Indian society and focused world attention on the status

and treatment of women in modern India.

The ancient practice of sati — the self-immolation of a woman on her husband’s

funeral pyre — was outlawed by the British administration in India in 1829, and

sati was widely believed to have died out. The fate of 18-year-old Roop Kanwar

changed that perception. Mala Sen explores the reality of life and death for

women in modern India in a study that is both illuminating and terrifying. The

book is part journey through the India that the author knows and loves, and part

exploration of the enigma that India still remains in the minds of many. Starting

with Kanwar, Sen enters the worlds of three women: a goddess, a burned bride,

and a woman accused of killing her daughter, and shows how, in this society in

which ancient and modern apparently co-exist comfortably, there is increasingly

cause for real alarm. She creates an image of a state in which political turmoil is

constantly at the surface, and in which the role of women is constantly being

redefined.
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The Indian village of Deorala in Rajasthan, the northwestern Indian state that borders Pakistan, is neither

remote nor feudal in the strictest sense. A tarmac road links the population of 10,000 to neighboring villages

and towns, there is running water and electricity, and the villagers have had television for more than twenty

years. On September 4, 1987, Deorala found itself in the center of a furor that awoke age-old conflicts in

Indian society. Before a crowd of several thousand people, mostly men, a young woman dressed in her bridal

finery was burned alive on her husband’s funeral pyre. The apparent revival of an ancient tradition opened

old wounds in Indian society and focused world attention on the status and treatment of women in modern

India.

The ancient practice of sati — the self-immolation of a woman on her husband’s funeral pyre — was

outlawed by the British administration in India in 1829, and sati was widely believed to have died out. The

fate of 18-year-old Roop Kanwar changed that perception. Mala Sen explores the reality of life and death for

women in modern India in a study that is both illuminating and terrifying. The book is part journey through

the India that the author knows and loves, and part exploration of the enigma that India still remains in the

minds of many. Starting with Kanwar, Sen enters the worlds of three women: a goddess, a burned bride, and

a woman accused of killing her daughter, and shows how, in this society in which ancient and modern

apparently co-exist comfortably, there is increasingly cause for real alarm. She creates an image of a state in

which political turmoil is constantly at the surface, and in which the role of women is constantly being

redefined.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

The book Death by Fire: Sati, Dowry Death, and Female Infanticide in Modern India can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book
Death by Fire: Sati, Dowry Death, and Female Infanticide in Modern India? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book Death by Fire: Sati, Dowry Death, and Female Infanticide in
Modern India has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the
enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Vasquez:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Death by Fire: Sati, Dowry Death, and Female
Infanticide in Modern India had been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Death by Fire: Sati, Dowry
Death, and Female Infanticide in Modern India is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship using the book Death by Fire: Sati, Dowry Death, and Female Infanticide in Modern India.
You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Daniel Rogers:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you studying
a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Death by Fire:
Sati, Dowry Death, and Female Infanticide in Modern India, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.



Frances Lockhart:

The book untitled Death by Fire: Sati, Dowry Death, and Female Infanticide in Modern India contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous
author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice read.
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