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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Kindergarten-Grade 3. Small human figures make occasional comic appearances in the pictures, but this
handsome slim volume is an informative introduction to the life of "the biggest creature that has ever lived
on Earth.” In an effective opening double-page scene, a young man and woman reach up toward an elephant
and agiraffe, all of them standing next to thetail end of the whale, demonstrating its enormous size. Davies
offerssimple, lively descriptions of the blue whal€'s body, eating habits, child care, migration, and means of
communication. "Y et, the blue whale may not be aslonely as it seems. Because sometimes it makes a hum?a
hum so loud and so low that it can travel for thousands of miles through the seas to reach other blue whales."
Maland's cross-hatched pen-and-ink drawings, washed in soft tones of blue, gray, aqua, and orange,
sometimes appear as smaller, blocked scenes, but more often they fill the double-page spreads with bits of
caption gracefully curving around related picture elements. A simple index appears at the front of the book,
doubling as atable of contents. Some libraries may assign this to the picture-book shelves, where it will be
read as atrue-life story, but it will serve equally well as nonfiction. It's a pleasing choice for reading aloud or
for classroom use.?Margaret Bush, Simmons College, Boston

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Conversational text and soft, crosshatched pen-and-ink illustrations ebb and flow in afluid look at the largest
mammal ever to inhabit the earth. Invoking the senses, Davies describes the blue whal€e's physical attributes
inirresistible, crystalline terms. Its skin is " springy and smooth like a hard-boiled egg, and it's as dippery as
wet soap." The enormity of the blue whale comesinto focus in the illustrations that place it next to a giraffe
and an elephant, bringing it into the everyday realm of children. The scale of this leviathan becomes even
clearer when Davies notes that its eyes are the size of teacups and its ears are no larger than the end of a
pencil. She coversits yearly migration, and its diet of 30 million tiny krill in just aday. Undulating bold text
provides auxiliary facts that complement the main story. Effective use of shrinking and expanding typeface
and the inclusion of two human observers accentuate the proportional vastness of both the creature and its
ocean. This unassuming book is teeming with new discoveries upon each rereading. (index) (Picture
book/nonfiction. 4-9) -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review

How big is the blue whale? Elementary-level kids receive a coverage which invites size comparisons and
which creates an interactive atmosphere whereby kids imagine they are touching and seeing the whale itself.
Color photos may have made more of an impact than Nick Maand's gentleillustrations - but the latter
succeeds in putting the whal€'s size into comparabl e perspective. -- Midwest Book Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Chad Foster:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take awalk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Big Blue
Whale: Read and Wonder? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your



time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Ronald Stauffer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for awhile
isreading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Big Blue Whale: Read
and Wonder book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

William Stone:

This book untitled Big Blue Whale: Read and Wonder to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit uponit. You will easily to buy this
book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So thereis no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

M arc Dean:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Big Blue Whale: Read and Wonder
publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Big Blue Whale: Read and Wonder
as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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