
Why Governments and Parties Manipulate
Elections: Theory, Practice, and Implications
(Political Economy of Institutions and
Decisions)

By Alberto Simpser

Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections: Theory, Practice, and
Implications (Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions) By Alberto
Simpser

Why do parties and governments cheat in elections they cannot lose? This book
documents the widespread use of blatant and excessive manipulation of elections
and explains what drives this practice. Alberto Simpser shows that, in many
instances, elections are about more than winning. Electoral manipulation is not
only a tool used to gain votes, but also a means of transmitting or distorting
information. This manipulation conveys an image of strength, shaping the
behavior of citizens, bureaucrats, politicians, parties, unions, and businesspeople
to the benefit of the manipulators, increasing the scope for the manipulators to
pursue their goals while in government and mitigating future challenges to their
hold on power. Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections provides a
general theory about what drives electoral manipulation and empirically
documents global patterns of manipulation.
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Why do parties and governments cheat in elections they cannot lose? This book documents the widespread
use of blatant and excessive manipulation of elections and explains what drives this practice. Alberto
Simpser shows that, in many instances, elections are about more than winning. Electoral manipulation is not
only a tool used to gain votes, but also a means of transmitting or distorting information. This manipulation
conveys an image of strength, shaping the behavior of citizens, bureaucrats, politicians, parties, unions, and
businesspeople to the benefit of the manipulators, increasing the scope for the manipulators to pursue their
goals while in government and mitigating future challenges to their hold on power. Why Governments and
Parties Manipulate Elections provides a general theory about what drives electoral manipulation and
empirically documents global patterns of manipulation.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In compelling fashion, Alberto Simpser's Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections successfully
upends the conventional wisdom that election fraud is only about winning elections. With an elegant theory
and original data, Simpser shows us that the information provided by manipulated elections may be just as
influential as stolen votes, and they can significantly change political participation and perceptions of power.
This comprehensive explanation of the causes and consequences of election manipulation throughout the
world represents a major contribution to the field." - Susan D. Hyde, Yale University

"Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections develops a theory of electoral manipulation that moves
the informational role of manipulation to center stage. The 'informational turn' it proposes represents a
significant advance in the comparative study of electoral fraud. Most studies on electoral malpractice stress
its material effects: governments manipulate elections to win them. Alberto Simpser, by contrast, highlights
its communicative role: governments manipulate elections to send messages of strength and resolve.
Theoretically innovative and empirically rich, the book offers a commendable blend of formal modeling,
statistical analysis, and case studies. It is obligatory reading for all students of elections, political
manipulation, and authoritarianism." - Andreas Schedler, CIDE, Mexico City

About the Author
Alberto Simpser is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Chicago. He has held
research fellowships at Princeton University's Center for Globalization and Governance and at Stanford
University's Hoover Institution. His research has been published in the Journal of Politics and Public Opinion
Quarterly.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Carlton:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections:
Theory, Practice, and Implications (Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions) ended up being making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages
for you. The reserve Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections: Theory, Practice, and Implications
(Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions) is not only giving you more new information but also to
get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship while using book Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections: Theory,
Practice, and Implications (Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions). You never truly feel lose out
for everything in the event you read some books.

Nancy Baumgardner:

The guide with title Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections: Theory, Practice, and Implications



(Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You
can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Mark Hoffman:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book Why
Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections: Theory, Practice, and Implications (Political Economy of
Institutions and Decisions). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book,
it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Wm Schroeder:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book Why Governments and Parties Manipulate Elections: Theory, Practice, and
Implications (Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions) we can consider more advantage. Don't you
to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Why Governments and
Parties Manipulate Elections: Theory, Practice, and Implications (Political Economy of Institutions and
Decisions). You can more desirable than now.
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