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The story of the black freedom struggle in America has been overwhelmingly
male-centric, starring leaders like Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, and Huey
Newton. With few exceptions, black women have been perceived as supporting
actresses; as behind-the-scenes or peripheral activists, or rank and file party
members. But what about Vicki Garvin, a Brooklyn-born activist who became a
leader of the National Negro Labor Council and guide to Malcolm X on his
travels through Africa? What about Shirley Chisholm, the first black
Congresswoman?

From Rosa Parks and Esther Cooper Jackson, to Shirley Graham DuBois and
Assata Shakur, a host of women demonstrated a lifelong commitment to radical
change, embracing multiple roles to sustain the movement, founding numerous
groups and mentoring younger activists. Helping to create the groundwork and
continuity for the movement by operating as local organizers, international
mobilizers, and charismatic leaders, the stories of the women profiled in Want to
Start a Revolution? help shatter the pervasive and imbalanced image of women
on the sidelines of the black freedom struggle.

Contributors: Margo Natalie Crawford, Prudence Cumberbatch, Johanna
Fernández, Diane C. Fujino, Dayo F. Gore, Joshua Guild, Gerald Horne, Ericka
Huggins, Angela D. LeBlanc-Ernest, Joy James, Erik McDuffie, Premilla
Nadasen, Sherie M. Randolph, James Smethurst, Margaret Stevens, and Jeanne
Theoharis.
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The story of the black freedom struggle in America has been overwhelmingly male-centric, starring leaders
like Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, and Huey Newton. With few exceptions, black women have been
perceived as supporting actresses; as behind-the-scenes or peripheral activists, or rank and file party
members. But what about Vicki Garvin, a Brooklyn-born activist who became a leader of the National Negro
Labor Council and guide to Malcolm X on his travels through Africa? What about Shirley Chisholm, the first
black Congresswoman?

From Rosa Parks and Esther Cooper Jackson, to Shirley Graham DuBois and Assata Shakur, a host of
women demonstrated a lifelong commitment to radical change, embracing multiple roles to sustain the
movement, founding numerous groups and mentoring younger activists. Helping to create the groundwork
and continuity for the movement by operating as local organizers, international mobilizers, and charismatic
leaders, the stories of the women profiled in Want to Start a Revolution? help shatter the pervasive and
imbalanced image of women on the sidelines of the black freedom struggle.

Contributors: Margo Natalie Crawford, Prudence Cumberbatch, Johanna Fernández, Diane C. Fujino, Dayo
F. Gore, Joshua Guild, Gerald Horne, Ericka Huggins, Angela D. LeBlanc-Ernest, Joy James, Erik
McDuffie, Premilla Nadasen, Sherie M. Randolph, James Smethurst, Margaret Stevens, and Jeanne
Theoharis.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is an important intervention in the historiography of US Black movements, strongly asserting the
centrality of women in a broad range of Black liberation struggles."
-Rachel Herzing,leftturn.org

“By centering radical black women, Want to Start a Revolution? shatters the artificial boundaries
separating civil rights, black power, and feminist ideologies and movements, generating an expanded history
of black radicalism and conveying the centrality of African-American women to the black freedom struggle
and social justice movements more broadly. This collection will undoubtedly inspire an outpouring of much-
needed new scholarship, adding to our collective knowledge and offering new frameworks for grappling with
this history.”
-Emilye Crosby,author of A Little Taste of Freedom: The Black Freedom Struggle in Claiborne County,
Mississippi

"As the editors and contributors of this volume convincingly insist, we must reconsider what we think we
know of civil rights, black power activism, and post-World War II feminism . . . Expansive and inclusive are
the terms that best describe this collection."
-Katherine Mellon Charron,Journal of American History

“This noteworthy collection returns women activists to their place at the center of American radicalism. In
the spirit of the radical women it profiles, Want to Start a Revolution? promises to educate, invigorate,
excite, and inspire.”
-Anne M. Valk,author of Radical Sisters: Second-Wave Feminism and Black Liberation in Washington, D.C.

About the Author

Jeanne Theoharis is Professor of Political Science at Brooklyn College, City University of New York and
co-editor (with Komozi Woodard) of Groundwork: Local Black Freedom Movements (NYU Press).

Komozi Woodard is Professor of American History, Public Policy, and Africana Studies at Sarah Lawrence
College and author of A Nation within a Nation: Amiri Baraka and Black Power Politics.



Dayo F. Gore is Associate Professor of Ethnic Studies and Critical Gender Studies at the University of
California, San Diego and has previously taught at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. She is the
co-editor (with Jeanne Theoharis and Komozi Woodard) of Want to Start a Revolution? Radical Women in
 the Black Freedom Struggle (NYU Press, 2009).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

The event that you get from Want to Start a Revolution?: Radical Women in the Black Freedom Struggle is a
more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Want to Start a Revolution?: Radical Women in the
Black Freedom Struggle giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Want
to Start a Revolution?: Radical Women in the Black Freedom Struggle instantly.

Laurel Ramer:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Want to Start a
Revolution?: Radical Women in the Black Freedom Struggle suitable to you? The book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Want to Start a Revolution?: Radical Women in the
Black Freedom Struggleis a single of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world with this book.

Eric Bittinger:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Want to Start a Revolution?: Radical Women in the Black Freedom
Struggle was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Sallie Farris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading



is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
claims Want to Start a Revolution?: Radical Women in the Black Freedom Struggle.
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