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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Sargent's sad, exotic story survives her deeply flawed telling of it, but she would have been better advised to
stick with a straightforward memoir. While at school in Colorado in the early '50s, the Austrian-born author
met and married fellow student Sao Kya Seng. Because he wanted a wife who would marry him "for the
right reasons," Sao chose not to tell Inge he was prince of Hsipaw, one of 34 independent Shan states in
northeastern Burma (although the convertible Nash Rambler and the ruby-and-diamond engagement ring
might have tipped her off.) For eight years the couple presided over the modernization of their small state,
sadly unaware of the weak poltical leadership plaguing Burma since the 1947 assassination of General Aung
San (father of jailed Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi). Then in 1962, General Ne Win seized power and
Sao disappeared. Shadowed by Ne Win's men, Sargent waited desperately for news of her husband, until two
years later friends convinced her to escape to Austria. Sargent's descriptions of life in the small, tropical state
and of her machinations to smuggle out her daughters (both Burmese citizens) are strong enough to
withstand her unconvincing re-creation of decades-old dialogue (even extensive sections on the vanished
Sao's unknowable last thoughts) and the near-fatal decision to write in third person. Much of the book
smacks of writing school exercises and the gutsy author often seems self-indulgent in descriptions of herself:
"this attractive and unusual girl had constantly been on his mind. Her warmth, her cheerfulness, and her
poise made him long for her company."
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
To marry a prince should portend living happily ever after in a kingdom filled with tranquillity and love.
Sargent's "ever after" with her Shan prince lasted little more than a decade: in a 1962 coup d'etat by Burmese
Army General Ne Win, her husband, Sao Kya Seng, the Prince of Hsipaw (a Shan state in Northern Burma)
was executed. An Austrian by birth, Sargent records in a tender, affecting manner their courtship and her
introduction and adaptation to the varied social and cultural aspects of Shan life. Without being doctrinaire,
she comments on the dictatorship of Ne Win and clearly presents the plight of the Burmese people. Her story
can be viewed in the larger context of the human condition in the 20th century. And yet with all her universal
themes of love and the needs of the state, Sargent never forgets the intimate detail that makes this narrative
so personal and heartbreaking to read. For public libraries.
John F. Riddick, Central Michigan Univ. Lib., Mt. Pleasant
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
When Inge Eberhard married a Burmese student she met in Colorado, she had no idea of the incredible future
awaiting her as a princess. Unbeknownst to the young Austrian woman at the time, the man she called Sao
would reveal himself to be a prince and the beloved leader of an ethnically diverse Shan state upon their
arrival in Burma. In a stirring tribute to a remarkable man--and a gripping tale from beginning to end--
Sargent reflects back on her loving, cross-cultural marriage to the prince of Hsipaw, with whom she had two
children, a marriage that prospered until the disappearance of Sao Kya Seng during the 1962 coup d'{‚}etat
and takeover by dictator Ne Win. Although the prince was never seen again, Sargent manages to illuminate
the harsh conditions in Burma over the last quarter-century in a touching memoir that would read like a fairy
tale were it not for the unfortunate ending. Alice Joyce

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Doucet:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit
your needs but the problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This
Twilight Over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess (Kolowalu Books (Paperback)) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Randall Barbee:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Twilight Over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess (Kolowalu
Books (Paperback)) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Lloyd Schuler:

Beside this specific Twilight Over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess (Kolowalu Books (Paperback)) in
your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Twilight Over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess
(Kolowalu Books (Paperback)) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
often have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from right now!

Kelly Breedlove:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Twilight Over Burma: My Life as a Shan Princess (Kolowalu Books
(Paperback)) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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