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What role have communication media played in the formation of modern
societies? How should we understand the social impact of new forms of
communication and information diffusion, from the advent of printing in
fifteenth-century Europe to the expansion of global communication networks
today? In this major new work, Thompson addresses these and other questions by
elaborating a distinctive social theory of communication media and their impact.
He argues that the development of communication media has transformed the
spatial and temporal constitution of social life, creating new forms of action and
interaction which are no longer linked to the sharing of a common locale. The
consequences of this transformation are far-reaching and impinge on many
aspects of our lives, from the most intimate aspects of personal experience and
self-formation to the changing nature of power and visibility in the public
domain. Combining breadth of vision with sensitivity to detail, this book situates
the study of the media where it belongs: among a set of disciplines concerned
with the emergence, development and structural characteristics of modern
societies and their futures.
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What role have communication media played in the formation of modern societies? How should we
understand the social impact of new forms of communication and information diffusion, from the advent of
printing in fifteenth-century Europe to the expansion of global communication networks today? In this major
new work, Thompson addresses these and other questions by elaborating a distinctive social theory of
communication media and their impact. He argues that the development of communication media has
transformed the spatial and temporal constitution of social life, creating new forms of action and interaction
which are no longer linked to the sharing of a common locale. The consequences of this transformation are
far-reaching and impinge on many aspects of our lives, from the most intimate aspects of personal
experience and self-formation to the changing nature of power and visibility in the public domain.
Combining breadth of vision with sensitivity to detail, this book situates the study of the media where it
belongs: among a set of disciplines concerned with the emergence, development and structural
characteristics of modern societies and their futures.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Thompson is foremost among sociologists to grasp and assess the importance of the mass media in modern
social theory. He does so in this . . . fresh and compelling story of modernity. Thompson writes with
tremendous scope, insight, and precision.”?James Lull, San Jose State University

From the Back Cover
In this major new work Thompson addresses these and other questions by elaborating a distinctive social
theory of communication media and their impact.

About the Author
John B. Thompson is Reader in Sociology at the University of Cambridge and Fellow of Jesus College,
Cambridge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Howard Depriest:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media. Try to make
the book The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media as your pal. It means that it can being
your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah,
it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Robert Black:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question because
just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media
to read.

Maryanna Kuhns:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say



absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is definitely The Media and Modernity: A Social Theory of the Media.

Christopher Thompson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Media and Modernity: A Social
Theory of the Media.
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