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"North American evangelicals learned to do church in relation to modernity,"
asserts David Fitch. Furthermore, evangelicals have begun to model their
ministries after the secular sciences or even to farm out functions of the church
whenever it seems more efficient. As a result, the church, too often, has stopped
being the church.In The Great Giveaway, Fitch examines various church
practices and shows how and why each function has been compromised by
modernity. Discussing such ministries as evangelism, physical healing, and
spiritual formation, Fitch challenges Christians to reclaim these lost practices so
that the church can regain its influence. Pastors, leaders, and students who
minister to the postmodern world will find in this book fresh insight that will stir
the hearts of many and spark muchneeded discussion about the evangelical
church.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This is a searing but loving insider critique of the individualism that marks North American evangelicals.
Fitch, senior pastor of the Life on the Vine Christian community in Arlington Heights, Ill., blames an
embrace of modernism for attempts by evangelicals to "individualize, commodify, and package
Christianity." He criticizes mega-churches that end up functioning like capitalist businesses with CEO-style
pastors judging success by the number of "decisions for Christ" produced. Each chapter outlines the various
ways evangelicalism has "given away" its influence and then offers concrete practices designed to help the
church reclaim its mission. Fitch's most scathing criticism is saved for the evangelical willingness to embrace
modern psychology, which he blasts as patient-centered rather than Christ-centered. He challenges
evangelical churches to think smaller (in terms of congregation size), place less focus on coercive
evangelism, return to communal catechesis, offer more liturgical worship and provide opportunities for small
group intimacy where Christians can confess their sins, repent, read scripture and pray together regularly.
Intellectually rigorous, this book's critical tone will undoubtedly upset many conservative evangelicals, but
will point the way for the more moderate ones for years to come. (Oct. 15)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"In the growing stack of books dealing with gospel, church, and postmodernity, many are popular and
pragmatic. Others are esoteric and abstruse. A few are scholarly, penetrating, and full of rich, practical
implications. David Fitch's is in that rare category. Drawing from Lindbeck, MacIntyre, Hauerwas, Radical
Orthodoxy, and his own extensive experiences and scholarship, Dr.Fitch offers an important work for
evangelicals who seek hope for the church beyond pragmatics and culture wars."

From the Back Cover
Toward an evangelical postmodern ecclesiology

Has the contemporary evangelical church given away much of what it means to be the body of Christ?
Indeed it has, argues David Fitch. The North American church has largely conceded its unique calling by
relinquishing traditional church functions and adopting modern methods. As a result, the church's role in
spiritual formation, leadership, worship, and other essential functions has become barely distinguishable
from other societal institutions.

The Great Giveaway examines the many practices of the church, details how each has been compromised by
modernity, and offers suggestions for how the church might recover these practices in a biblically faithful
manner.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Huynh:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for



us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Great Giveaway: Reclaiming the Mission of the
Church from Big Business, Parachurch Organizations, Psychotherapy, Consumer Capitalism, and Other
Modern Maladies.

Flora Godfrey:

The Great Giveaway: Reclaiming the Mission of the Church from Big Business, Parachurch Organizations,
Psychotherapy, Consumer Capitalism, and Other Modern Maladies can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
The Great Giveaway: Reclaiming the Mission of the Church from Big Business, Parachurch Organizations,
Psychotherapy, Consumer Capitalism, and Other Modern Maladies although doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Kenneth Salinas:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be go through. The Great Giveaway: Reclaiming the Mission of the Church from Big Business,
Parachurch Organizations, Psychotherapy, Consumer Capitalism, and Other Modern Maladies can be your
answer given it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Troy Cochran:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Great Giveaway: Reclaiming the Mission of the
Church from Big Business, Parachurch Organizations, Psychotherapy, Consumer Capitalism, and Other
Modern Maladies to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about
book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine
it. Beside that the guide The Great Giveaway: Reclaiming the Mission of the Church from Big Business,
Parachurch Organizations, Psychotherapy, Consumer Capitalism, and Other Modern Maladies can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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