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Mignon Fogarty can't remember whether it was a misused semicolon, a chronic
case of comma splicing, or an "affect” when an "effect” was called for, but at
some point she had seen one mangled sentence too many. Determined to counter
the dlipping standards of good writing in daily discourse, Mignon created a
weekly podcast called Grammar Girl's Quick and Dirty Tips for Better Writing to
reach all offenders--from the intimidated to the apathetic. In less than ayear,
more than five million Grammar Girl podcast episodes have been downloaded,
and Mignon has appeared in the pages of The New York Times and dispensed
grammar tips on Oprah. In Grammar Girl's Quick and Dirty Tipsto Clean Up
Your Writing, Mignon tackles some of the most common mistakes people make
while communicating. From "lay vs. lie" and "affect vs. effect” to split infinitives
and run-on sentences, Grammar Girl offers clear explanations and effective
memory tricksto help listeners write (and say) it right.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Areyou afool for mnemonics? If so, you'll fall head over nubucks for Mignon Fogarty--a.k.a. the Grammar
Girl--and her handy new audio guide to writing and speaking well. It’s chock-full of smart little anecdotes
and memory tricks for felling the most common grammatical foes (who can ever remember the difference
between "nauseous’ and "nauseated" anyway?) and at just an hour long it's the perfect turn-to resource for
students and professionals alike. | didn't try too hard to stump Grammar Girl in our Q& A, but with her eagle
eyes she spotted my grammatical (typographical?) misstep without missing abeat! --Anne Bartholomew

Questionsfor the Grammar Girl

Amazon.com: Now that we communicate so often via e-mail and text messaging, do you think that people
have become more desensitized to poor grammar, or in your experience is awareness more heightened as a
result?

Grammar Girl: The average person seems to have become more
desensitized to poor grammar, but language lovers seem to be tormented
by the flood of mutilated e-mail and text messages—at least alot of the
people | hear from seem to be tormented. It might be a self-selecting
group. To use one of my father's favorite phrases, language lovers seem to
feel asthough they are "being pecked to death by a duck."

Amazon.com: Y our weekly podcast helps millions of listeners use good grammar and write more
effectively. Do you think thereis more value in learning by listening, as compared to reading and practical
exercise?

Grammar Girl: Perhapsit'sironic, but | have a hard time learning by just listening. | need to read things,
which is one of the reasons why | provide full transcripts for al my audio podcasts on the Grammar Girl
Web site. People learn in different ways, so those who want to listen can listen, and those who want to read
canread. In my experience, nothing beats practical exercise. | often have to look up grammar rules over and
over again because | can't remember them, but once I've written a show about arule, | always remember it.

Amazon.com: Have the grammar mnemonics you've developed come easily to you? Which ones were the



toughest to capture in an easy-to-remember tip?

Grammar Girl: Some mnemonics come easily and some don't. | had a hard time coming up with away for
people to remember the difference between "its" and "it's," and | ended up using areally complicated story
about adream | had involving the eBay "it" advertising campaign. | think the best mnemonics are the simple
ones. Remembering that you should say "different from" instead of "different than" because "different” has
two f'sand "from" starts with an f isn't awfully creative, but it's easy to remember.

Amazon.com: Isthere agrammar rule that even Grammar Girl findsit hard to remember?

Grammar Girl: There are so many that it's hard to pick just one! | have a notoriously terrible memory,
which iswhy I'm always making up mnemonics.

Often | find that when | can't remember something it's because it is a style issue instead of a hard-and-fast
rule, so different people do it differently and thereis no "right" answer. For example, | always have to look
up the rules about whether the verb should be singular or plural after collective nouns like "team™ and
phrases like "the coupl€" and "one of the people who."

But when | look up the rule for collective nouns, | am reminded that the "rule" is that you have to just decide
whether your collective noun has a sense of being a group or a sense of being many individuals. (And then
there are also differences between British and American English.)

It's even worse with a phrase like "one of the people who": experts are split over whether the verb should be
singular or plural. Therereally isn't an answer; you just have to pick aside. | have a hard time making a
mnemonic for something like that!

Amazon.com: It used to be that proper grammar and thoughtful wording were the defining factors of a good
piece of writing. Increasingly, however, writing is prized for the speed with which it is produced and not
necessarily the craft. How can conscientious writers find the happy medium between form and efficiency?

Grammar Girl: What, didn't | answer your questions fast enough?

But serioudly, | don't think I've come in contact with the people who value speed. As aWeb editor, |
certainly wasn't happy when people turned in bad writing, even if they turned it in early. And when | was
writing magazine articles or corporate materials for aliving | never felt rushed (except when | waited too
long to get started).

The places where | do feel a sense of urgency arein e-mail and messaging; people seem to expect immediate
responses. But writing a high-quality message doesn't take much more time than writing a carel ess message;
it just takes more focus.

Amazon.com: Bonus question: | wrote all these questions with no more than a cursory grammar and spelling
check. How did | do?

Grammar Girl: | found only one mgjor error, and | changed the text to bold. It looked like atypo rather
than an error in your understanding of the rules. Good job!

Review



PRAISE FOR Grammar Girl:

One of iTunes s Best Classic Audio Podcasts for 2008 and 2009!

"One of the Best Audiobooks of 2007"—iTunes on the audiobook page

“Delightfully droll...Grammar Girl gives clear explanations with helpful examples.” —Los Angeles Times
“At the root of all her success, of course, isatrue love of language and grammar.” —The Arizona Republic

"Grammar Girl's Quick and Dirty Tips for Better Writing is enthusiastically recommended for professional
writers of all walks of life, from high school students crafting essays to college students working on Ph.Ds to
prospective novel writers, nonfiction writers, journalists, newspaper columnists and much more." - The
Midwest Book Review

About the Author

Mignon Fogarty is the creator of Grammar Girl and founder of Quick and Dirty Tips. A technical writer and
entrepreneur, she has served as an editor and producer at anumber of health and science Web sites. She has
aB.A.inEnglish and an M.S. in biology from Stanford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Clarence Delapaz:

This The Grammar Girl's Quick and Dirty Tipsto Clean Up Y our Writing book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read alot of
information you will get. This The Grammar Girl's Quick and Dirty Tipsto Clean Up Y our Writing without
we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry The Grammar Girl's Quick and Dirty Tipsto Clean Up Y our Writing can bring when you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves become full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Grammar Girl's Quick and Dirty Tipsto Clean Up Y our Writing
having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

LedieYazzie

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading practice
giveyou lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
sense happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Grammar Girl's
Quick and Dirty Tipsto Clean Up Y our Writing iskind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.



CharlesBryce:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Maobile phone. Like The Grammar Girl's Quick
and Dirty Tipsto Clean Up Y our Writing which is having the e-book version. So, why not try out this book?
Let'sview.

Virginia White:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will getitine-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Grammar Girl's Quick and Dirty Tipsto Clean Up

Y our Writing can give you alot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have point
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? L et me have The Grammar Girl's Quick
and Dirty Tipsto Clean Up Y our Writing.
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