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When many think of comic books the first thing that comes to mind are caped
crusaders and spandex-wearing super-heroes. Perhaps, inevitably, these images
are of white men (and more rarely, women). It was not until the 1970s that
African American superheroes such as Luke Cage, Blade, and others emerged.
But as this exciting new collection reveals, these superhero comics are only one
small component in a wealth of representations of black characters within comic
strips, comic books, and graphic novels over the past century. 
 
The Blacker the Ink is the first book to explore not only the diverse range of
black characters in comics, but also the multitude of ways that black artists,
writers, and publishers have made a mark on the industry. Organized
thematically into “panels” in tribute to sequential art published in the funny pages
of newspapers, the fifteen original essays take us on a journey that reaches from
the African American newspaper comics of the 1930s to the Francophone
graphic novels of the 2000s. Even as it demonstrates the wide spectrum of
images of African Americans in comics and sequential art, the collection also
identifies common character types and themes running through everything from
the strip The Boondocks to the graphic novel Nat Turner. 
 
Though it does not shy away from examining the legacy of racial stereotypes in
comics and racial biases in the industry, The Blacker the Ink also offers inspiring
stories of trailblazing African American artists and writers. Whether you are a
diehard comic book fan or a casual reader of the funny pages, these essays will
give you a new appreciation for how black characters and creators have brought a
vibrant splash of color to the world of comics.  
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When many think of comic books the first thing that comes to mind are caped crusaders and spandex-
wearing super-heroes. Perhaps, inevitably, these images are of white men (and more rarely, women). It was
not until the 1970s that African American superheroes such as Luke Cage, Blade, and others emerged. But as
this exciting new collection reveals, these superhero comics are only one small component in a wealth of
representations of black characters within comic strips, comic books, and graphic novels over the past
century. 
 
The Blacker the Ink is the first book to explore not only the diverse range of black characters in comics, but
also the multitude of ways that black artists, writers, and publishers have made a mark on the industry.
Organized thematically into “panels” in tribute to sequential art published in the funny pages of newspapers,
the fifteen original essays take us on a journey that reaches from the African American newspaper comics of
the 1930s to the Francophone graphic novels of the 2000s. Even as it demonstrates the wide spectrum of
images of African Americans in comics and sequential art, the collection also identifies common character
types and themes running through everything from the strip The Boondocks to the graphic novel Nat Turner. 
 
Though it does not shy away from examining the legacy of racial stereotypes in comics and racial biases in
the industry, The Blacker the Ink also offers inspiring stories of trailblazing African American artists and
writers. Whether you are a diehard comic book fan or a casual reader of the funny pages, these essays will
give you a new appreciation for how black characters and creators have brought a vibrant splash of color to
the world of comics.  
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Editorial Review

Review

"Like the comics selected for analysis, this collection of essays works to expand our understanding of the
mediums of Blackness and comics. Through observant and meticulous close readings of comic books,
newspaper comic strips, digital comics, and graphic novels, alongside the respective sociohistorical and
cultural contexts of their production, dissemination, and consumption, the contributors shed light on
overlooked and perhaps unknown cartoonists and stories from the past, provide new insight on well-known
comics and histories, and challenge our understanding of what constitutes black comics."
(Cinema Journal)

"A fascinating look at the growing complexity and diversity in representations of Blackness in comics,
graphic novels and sequential art."
(Bambi Haggins author of Laughing Mad: The Black Comic Persona in Post-Soul America 2014-09-11)

"An essential guide for anyone interested in the intersections between race and comics, this volume is full of
startling and original insights about the creators, comics, and graphic novels that represent people of African
descent from the 1930s to the present."
(Jonathan W. Gray author of Civil Rights in the White Literary Imagination 2015-03-18)

"This volume provides what has been lacking in some previous work—variety of content, precision of
approach and execution, and depth of analyses … The Blacker the Ink advances the study of black comics
significantly by offering new insights and a wealth of information free of gobbledygook ... Highly
recommended."
(Choice)

About the Author

FRANCES GATEWARD is an associate professor in the department of cinema and television arts at
California State University-Northridge. She is the editor of Seoul Searching: Cultural Identity and Cinema in
South Korea.
 
JOHN JENNINGS is a professor of media and cultural studies, University of California Riverside where he
is Nasir Jones Hiphop Fellow. He is the author of Black Comix: African American Independent Comics, the
award-winning graphic novel The Hole: Consumer Culture, and the national bestseller, Kindred, a graphic
adaption of Octavia Butler's classic novel.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare



time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just their
can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of Black Identity
in Comics and Sequential Art to read.

James Pierce:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Blacker the Ink:
Constructions of Black Identity in Comics and Sequential Art is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Bryant Kelly:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of Black Identity in
Comics and Sequential Art, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Sherry Francis:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Blacker the Ink:
Constructions of Black Identity in Comics and Sequential Art is simple to bring you can read it in the park,
in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Download and Read Online The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of
Black Identity in Comics and Sequential Art From Rutgers
University Press #C1VWZPH8UAF



Read The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of Black Identity in
Comics and Sequential Art From Rutgers University Press for
online ebook

The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of Black Identity in Comics and Sequential Art From Rutgers University
Press Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of Black Identity in
Comics and Sequential Art From Rutgers University Press books to read online.

Online The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of Black Identity in Comics and Sequential
Art From Rutgers University Press ebook PDF download

The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of Black Identity in Comics and Sequential Art From Rutgers
University Press Doc

The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of Black Identity in Comics and Sequential Art From Rutgers University Press
Mobipocket

The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of Black Identity in Comics and Sequential Art From Rutgers University Press EPub

C1VWZPH8UAF: The Blacker the Ink: Constructions of Black Identity in Comics and Sequential Art From Rutgers
University Press


