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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The Giant octopus's tentacles can grow to 150 feet, but in this graceful work the deep-sea creature seems
tender and vulnerable. Wallace (previously paired with Bostock for Think of an Eel) uses two types of
narrative. Facts are set in wavy lines of text, running concurrently with a story about a mother octopus's
gestation, parturition and death. The story brims with poetic turns of phrase: a Wolf eel "darts from the
shadows. His teeth strike like daggers. He rips off atentacle. Then sinks like a nightmare deep into his den."
The mother octopus defends herself through escape (shooting backward "by sucking in seawater and
pumping it out"), camouflage (turning "very pale or very dark within seconds") and hiding (" Octopuses don't
have any bones, and they can squeeze through the tiniest of holes"). Safe in her den, she lays eggs that "hang
from the roof like grapes on astring." Bostock's thoughtfully composed watercol ors are tactile, accurate and
extremely attractive: rubbery tentacles undulate or creep on powerful suction cups; bubble-like babies swim
up from their rock-bound nursery, out of which the mother's listless eye peers?heir nursery will become her
crypt. This seamless weave of text and illustration offers a welcome counterpoint to popular depictions (e.g.,
Verne's and others) of the octopus as deep-seavillain. Ages 5-8.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Kindergarten-Grade 2-Brief text and watercolor paintings describe how a female giant octopus moves,
protects herself, and lays her eggs. The illustrations have a sense of drama; in one picture, the octopusfills
the whole page, her long tentacles flying behind her in the blue-green ocean. At one point, a crab attacks and
an edl rips off atentacle with its daggerlike teeth. Each page has just a few sentencesin large print, but they
provide a basic introduction to the animal and many interesting facts. Although this book is classified as
nonfiction, the information isrelated as a story. With its striking artwork, it will make an enticing read-aloud
for children interested in this fascinating sea creature and for primary-grade science lessons.

Adele Greenlee, Bethel College, S. Paul, MN

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"* "A joy for the eye, ear and heart...mind opening, inspiring.” Guardian * Also availablein alibrary edition
without CD (9781406312843)."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lisa Streeter:

This book untitled Gentle Giant Octopus to be one of several books that best seller in thisyear, that is
because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this publication from your list.



Ruth Brinkman:

A lot of people aways spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity hereislook different you can
read any book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Gentle Giant Octopusit isvery good to read. There are alot of those who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Donald Jackson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Gentle Giant Octopus why because the excellent cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actualy. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Melvin Schroeder:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Gentle Giant Octopus can make you sense more interested to read.
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