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For a decade, Suburban Nation has given voice to a growing movement in North
America to put an end to suburban sprawl and replace the last century's
automobile-based settlement patterns with a return to more traditional planning.
Founders of the Congress for the New Urbanism, Andres Duany and Elizabeth
Plater-Zyberk are at the forefront of the movement, and even their critics, such as
Fred Barnes in The Weekly Standard, recognized that "Suburban Nation is likely
to become this movement's bible." A lively lament about the failures of postwar
planning, this is also that rare book that offers solutions: "an essential handbook"
(San Francisco Chronicle).

This tenth anniversary edition includes a new preface by the authors.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Like "an architectural version of Invasion of the Body Snatchers, our main streets and neighborhoods have
been replaced by alien substitutes, similar but not the same," state Duany, Plater-Zyberk and Speck in this
bold and damning critique. The authors, who lead a firm that has designed more than 200 new
neighborhoods and community revitalization plans, challenge nearly half a century of widely accepted
planning and building practices that have produced sprawling subdivisions, shopping centers and office
parks connected by new highways. These practices, they contend, have not only destroyed the traditional
concept of the neighborhood, but eroded such vital social values as equality, citizenship and personal safety.
Further, they charge that current suburban developments are not only economically and environmentally
"unsustainable," but "not functional" because they isolate and place undue burdens on at-home mothers,
children, teens and the elderly. Adapting the precepts that famed urbanologist Jane Jacobs used to critique
unhealthy city planning, Duany, Plater-Zyberk and Speck call for a revolution in suburban design that
emphasizes neighborhoods in which homes, schools, commercial and municipal buildings would be
integrated in pedestrian-accessible, safe and friendly settings. While occasionally presenting unsupported
claims--such as that gated communities (of which there are now more than 20,000 in the U.S.) deprive
children of gaining "a sense of empathy" in a diverse society--their visionary book holds out hope that we
can create "places that are as valuable as the nature they displaced." (Mar.)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Yorker
" . . . [They] set forth more clearly than anyone has done in our time the elements of good town planning."

From Booklist
Progressive town planners Duany and coauthors share the fruits of their extensive experiences designing new
neighborhoods and community revitalization projects in this cogent and illuminating investigation into the
nature of sprawl and the failure of suburbs. They mince no words in condemning the soulless, "repetitive and
forgettable" landscape of subdivisions, shopping malls, office parks, and congested roadways that ring our
cities, and articulate with great precision exactly how and why such places are detrimental to social health.
They contrast traditional neighborhoods--"mixed-used, pedestrian-friendly communities" --where people of
diverse backgrounds and economic levels interact, with suburbia, where housing, work, shopping, and public
facilities are segregated from one another, so people are forced to drive everywhere. Using numerous
examples, the authors explain how and why sprawl has occurred, discuss why the quality of balkanized
suburban life is so deplorably low, and offer suggestions for a more viable approach to planning in the
immediate future. Place matters, and we can do so much better. Donna Seaman

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Jones:

The book Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
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Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream to become your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Suburban Nation: The Rise
of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Kathleen King:

This Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the
American Dream without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream can
bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of
the American Dream having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Ned Aguayo:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
and soon. The Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream provide you
with new experience in examining a book.

Brenda Villa:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American
Dream was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling
point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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