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Do our lives have meaning? Should we create more people? | s death bad? Should
we commit suicide? Would it be better to be immortal ? Should we be optimistic
or pessimistic? Since Life, Death, and Meaning: Key Philosophical Readings on
the Big Questions first appeared, David Benatar's distinctive anthology designed
to introduce students to the key existential questions of philosophy has won a
devoted following among usersin avariety of upper-level and even introductory
courses. While many philosophersin the 'continental tradition’_those known as
‘existentialists_have engaged these issues at length and often with great popular
appeal, English-speaking philosophers have had relatively little to say on these
important questions. Y et, the methodol ogy they bring to philosophical questions
can, and occasionally has, been applied usefully to 'existential’ questions. This
volume draws together a representative sample of primarily English-speaking
philosophers' reflections on life's big questions, divided into six sections,
covering (1) the meaning of life, (2) creating people, (3) death, (4) suicide, (5)
immortality, and (6) optimism and pessimism. These key readings are
supplemented with helpful introductions, study questions, and suggestions for
further reading, making the material accessible and interesting for students. In
short, the book provides a singular introduction to the way that philosophy has
dealt with the big questions of life that we are all tempted to ask.
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Do our lives have meaning? Should we create more people? |s death bad? Should we commit suicide?

Would it be better to be immortal? Should we be optimistic or pessimistic? Since Life, Death, and Meaning:
Key Philosophical Readings on the Big Questions first appeared, David Benatar's distinctive anthology
designed to introduce students to the key existential questions of philosophy has won a devoted following
among usersin avariety of upper-level and even introductory courses. While many philosophersin the
‘continental tradition'_those known as 'existentialists _have engaged these issues at length and often with
great popular appeal, English-speaking philosophers have had relatively little to say on these important
guestions. Y et, the methodology they bring to philosophical questions can, and occasionally has, been
applied usefully to 'existential’ questions. This volume draws together a representative sample of primarily
English-speaking philosophers reflections on life's big questions, divided into six sections, covering (1) the
meaning of life, (2) creating people, (3) death, (4) suicide, (5) immortality, and (6) optimism and pessimism.
These key readings are supplemented with helpful introductions, study questions, and suggestions for further
reading, making the material accessible and interesting for students. In short, the book provides a singular
introduction to the way that philosophy has dealt with the big questions of life that we are all tempted to ask.
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Editorial Review

Review

The selection of papersis excellent....Benatar has done afirst rate job in fulfilling, and when necessary
balancing, all those requirements and has produced an exceptionally good, interesting and informative
collection of papers. Students and educated laypersons who read through the anthology will become familiar
with some of the best and most representative works in the field which include many of the most central and
important arguments on the issues discussed.... This collection should prove to be an important contribution
to the development of the discussion on Analytic Existentialism. (Metapsychology Online Reviews, May
2010)

Students and educated laypersons who read through the anthology will become familiar with some of the
best and most representative works in the field which include many of the most central and important
arguments on the issues discussed. While the articles are interesting and of a very high academic level, they
are not too technical, too long, or otherwise difficult for students or the educated public to follow. Although
there are already some anthol ogies that discuss the meaning of life, none relate the topic to questions of
immortality, death, suicide, or the benefit of coming into existence as this one does. (Iddo Landau
Metapsychology Online Reviews, March 2010)

About the Author
David Benatar is professor of philosophy at the University of Cape Town, South Africa.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Valerielsrad:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect timeto read abook. They are
really reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Life, Death, and Meaning: Key
Philosophical Readings on the Big Questions.

Oliver Watts:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Life, Death, and Meaning: Key
Philosophical Readings on the Big Questions, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
desire to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.



Dustin Singh:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them isthis Life, Death, and
Meaning: Key Philosophical Readings on the Big Questions.

Donna Young:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern eralike today, many waysto get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Life, Death, and Meaning: Key Philosophical Readings on the Big Questions
when you desired it?
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